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“Nobody talked about bullying of 
LGBT students. We teamed up to help make 
schools safer for everyone." 


— Eliza Byard, Ph.D., Executive Director, 
Gay, Lesbian & Straight | FT 
Education Network (GLSEN) = — -~ 


For more than 20 years, the Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network (GLSEN) 
has been bringing LGBT bullying issues into the national conversation by making 
schools safer for all our kids. With help from Wells Fargo, GLSEN has delivered a 
Safe Space Kit to every middle and high school in America. Wells Fargo is proud to 
support GLSEN's work to improve the environment of our schools and teach respect. 
Because when people talk, great things happen. To find out how Wells Fargo can 
help in your local community, visit wellsfargo.com/commitment. 


Together we'll go far 


© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, М.А. АП rights reserved. 
Member FDIC. ECG-1125789 
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CLARIFICATION 

As a point of clarification regarding the "Hulk" in our 
Halloween Issue, the appearance of a bare-chested 
person was a well-executed airbrush makeup job on top 
of tape. 
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Online Magazine Prizes 


Available оп www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it on your computer, 
iPad, iPhone, or DROID. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content only online, not in print. 


FACING CRIMINAL OR DWI CHARGES? 
call JEFF DEAN 


THE LAWYER WITH THE WINNING RECORD 


* Not Guilty verdicts in Murder, Drug, and Assault cases. 
* Multiple Criminal Sexual Conduct Dismissals. 

* Over 100 DWI cases successfully resolved. 

* Numerous Indecent Exposure Dismissals. 

* Won Precedent Setting cases. 


"Jeff Dean got my 

DWI charge dismissed. 

Call Jeff if you get a DWI!” 
- B.L. (Former Client) 


"Jeff Dean was a lifesaver for me "My domestic assault charges 

in what І thought was a hopeless were dismissed, thanks to Jeff. 

situation. | was charged with a The consequences of these 

serious sex crime and Jeff won charges would have been severe. 

the case! Its so nice to be free of Jeff Dean won my case and my life 
is back to normal." 


the worry!" 
- D.L. (Former Client) - D.B. (Former Client) 


(612) 305-4360 www.jefídeanlaw.com 
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IN À WHOLE NEW LIGHT! 
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Act By Dec 31st 


Joffe MediCenter: l ; 
(> Treating nearsightedness, p Advanced State-of- с) Experienced & caring team 
of healthcare professionals | | 


Le = 
Dr. Karen А. Heuer farsightedness & astigmatism O the-art Technology 
> т 
í Over 22,000 successful Glasses and contacts could be a thing of the past! 
М | procedures performed 
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Letters are subject to editing for grammar, punctuation, space, and 
libel. They should be no more than 300 words. Letters must include 
name, address, and phone number. Unsigned letters will not be pub- 
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reserves the right to refuse any advertising. This issue of Lavender" Magazine 
is available free of charge during the time period published on the cover. 
Pickup at one of our distribution sites is limited to one copy per person. 


—— — ——À— — w— — M — 


6 | LAVENDER | NOVEMBER 14-27, 2013 


Ke BANKRUPTCY 


Bank levies 


“Providing New Beginnings Since 1991” INVITATIONS BY 


Foreclosure , ; à 
Repossession Free Consultation with Experienced Attorney 
Creditor phone calls ® 


Call now: 651.645.1211 INVITATIONSBYDAWN.COM 
| ВЕСКҮ A. MOSHIER з E 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 


PROVIDING NEW BEGINNINGS SINCE 1991 


2233 University Ave. W. Ste. 420 • St. Paul, MN 55114 


Ne n RERO E www.moshierbankruptcylaw.com 


When you need professional help, we understand. We talk with 
the IRS so you don't have to. We have been preparing all types of 
taxes current and back taxes for over 20 years. We also provide | 
Business Consulting and Certified Financial Planning with NO 
Product sales. 
KAREN R. PALM CPA 
612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


Taking the ‘wish out of wishlist 
this holiday season. 


$100 off your wedding band purchase of $500 or more! 
Use Promo Code: LVD100 Offer expires 1/04/2014 


HOLIDAY CARDS 
| 


6 Twin Cities Locations 
BURNSVILLE - MAPLEWOOD 
BLOOMINGTON - ST LOUIS PARK 
EDEN PRAIRIE - MAPLE GROVE 


DIAMONDS 


*Offer valid in store and onine. Not valid on previous 
purchases, trade ins, Simon G, Verragio, loose diamonds, 


semi-mounts or fashion jewelry. Cannot be combined www.wed d i ngdaydia mo nd Sco m 


with any other offer. Limit one per couple. 
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FROM THE EDITOR | andy Lien 


Special Interest 


Its the Friday after the Minnesota Magazine & Publishing As- 
sociation's Excellence Awards ceremony..and the Friday we go 
to press. Often, I'm writing this letter at the “twelfth hour," as my 
friend Bob so aptly named it. It’s late, I’m under-the-gun, mistakes 
tend to happen, and that's just how it goes. We get ten business days 
per issue, my piece gets a few hours of that. It's worth it, to be able 
to write about what's relevant exactly as this issue goes from elec- 
tronic to print in its format. Kind of like driving my Jeep on “E,” I get 
a little thrill out of it...though I might end up with an empty tank and 
a typo or two because of it. 

So, what happened at the last minute that is so relevant for me to 
write about today? It's a mix of long-awaited plans, last night's awards, 
and what's coming up next year in our Editorial Calendar. The past, 
present, and future are all rolling around in my brain, ready to drop 
into a glass of water and fizz like Alka Seltzer. 

Lavender won eight awards at the MMPA ceremony last night. 
I’m very pleased with that number, especially since three of them 
are Gold Awards. ГЇЇ make sure to show and tell about the awards in 
an upcoming issue (the irony in being the magazine that reports our 
own magazine awards doesn't elude me), but last night was more of 
a reminder of how much work can be done here at Lavender. What 
was stuck in my system and required the virtual Alka Seltzer was 
our standing as being in the Special Interest category. If you fol- 
low my logic, it’s about how this community isn't yet mainstream, 
not General Interest. This comes up every time there’s a snarky 
remark about how Lavender doesn’t even need to exist...that it’s un- 
necessary. But I always come back to the fact that until the GLBT 
community is prominent as part of what is General Interest in our 
society, it needs its space in the Special Interest category. I will re- 
joice heartily when it doesn’t. 

As I was chewing on all of this last night, I started to smile. I real- 
ized that as a Special Interest category, we've got the prime standing 
as always having something fresh to talk about. In the past few years, 
Гуе noticed how our Editorial Calendar is fairly comprehensive for 
a small, independent bi-weekly magazine, but that it needs to cover 
more topics that are especially interesting to this Special Interest com- 
munity. Sure, we've got arts, dining, travel, music, books, leather, 
news, vehicles, homes & garden, some politics, columnists, bars, 
booze, and history. But, Гуе wanted to expand into more areas of Spe- 
cial Interest like fashion, health, fitness, family, and sports. Because 
this community not only includes the General Interest population but 
also the Special Interest population, we've got more reasons to be 
more diverse than any other publication out there. 

Want Special Interest? We'll have Special Interest. 

So, starting in the first issue of 2014, in addition to our current Edi- 
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torial Calendar, we'll have new quarterly features including fashion, 
health, fitness, and family-as well as a new sports column in every 
issue. That's almost doubling the Editorial Calendar by adding these 
topics that are specific and special to this community. I’m pleased that 
our success can lead us to this growth. 

Fashion Quarterly. We've got a rich fashion community in the 
'Twin Cities. Whether interested in the trends, the clothes, the ac- 
cessories, the designers, the stores, or what's happening behind the 
scenes, we'll present more fashion to you on a regular basis. 

Health Quarterly. Health in this community is more than a 
matter of special interest, its a matter of life and death. Living and 
dying-and how health figures into both-require a different perspec- 
tive for people who are gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, queer, or 
anywhere along the spectrum. As we progress through the year, we'll 
have an opportunity to highlight and address concerns, as well as 
triumphs and victories, in GLBT health. 

Fitness Quarterly. The stats show that this community has fit- 
ness high on its list of priorities. We can serve as a resource for the 
active members by talking to the professionals, doing how-to pieces 
for specific needs, and highlighting ways you can get involved in fit- 
ness groups that not only serve as an outlet for exercise but also for 
socializing with people in the community. 

Family Quarterly. This community has families. Whether from 
heterosexual unions of whatever variety, adoption, artificial insemina- 
tion, or undisclosed circumstances, it's time for us to explore more of 
this topic. From how to get pregnant, adopt, or arrange the legal as- 
pects of co-parenting to advice for raising kids as a same-sex couple, 
we'll be asking the experts...and the experts include you, the parents. 

Sports. Related to the topic of Fitness, this community is very 
sports-oriented. We've got leagues and players in rugby, football, bas- 
ketball, bowling, soccer, baseball, softball, roller derby, swimming, 
running...the list goes on. We are going to do a Sports column in 
every issue to cover teams and players on the local, national, and 
international levels. 

And there you have it. It’s my pledge to you that while our Special 
Interest publication has been only seeing more and more success, 
we won't stop reaching further. We've been building a great maga- 
zine and online community, and will only continue to make it greater. 
Our breadth and depth will match more closely the community we 
represent and succeeding at that feat will be all the award we'll need. 
Our Special Interests are diverse and our community members are 
engaging resources. 

Thank you for being such a rich community to represent. 

With you, 

Andy П 


Roya Moltaji, CFP®, ChFC*, CASL™ 
Special Needs Financial Planner 

Financial Services Representative 

301 Carlson Parkway, Suite 300 О. О. ati 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 
rmoltaji@metlife.com 


www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 

Roya holds the Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor‘ designation Ó е? 
Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 

Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (МИС), New York, NY 10036. «S 


Securities products and investment advisory services offered by 2 


MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI)(member FINRA/SIPC) a registered (D 
investment advisor. МИС and MSI are MetLife companies. Special У 
needs financial planning offered through MetLife's Center for 2 22 


Special Needs Planning. L0811204775[exp1213][MN] 


STE Е LE pre sents ES BARRY LEAVITT’ LIFE- CHANGING 
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PERSONAL TRAINING CLUBS 


FORMER BARRY 


CURRENT BARRY 
FUTURE BARRY 


^" Barry Leavitt —STAY 
TUNED for new photos each month 


LAVENDER Magazine Sales Director ` 


BARRY үт. Get an inside look ARMADANI 
at HIS DRAMATIC 
e, 

IS EMBARKING ON A LIFE-CHANGING as he courageously 

FITN ESS JOU RN РУ WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM HIS FRIENDS STE WaT 


Guess how low he can go on his weight loss quest & FITNESS MAKEO 


TOWIN VISIT LAVENDERMAGAZINE,COM/BARRYSWEATSSTEELE 


excension Xt vom Je DOWNTOWN mu À 
Excelsior Вау, Lake Міка Wayzata Bay, Lake Міка (2th & Hennepin 50th & France 


ATO Water Street 714 East Lake Street 1206 Harmon Place 3908 West 50th Street H h 
ST.PAUL aa MOBILE Ve ү ) b Uu a S О n 


f | /isweatsteele | | E | @isweatsteele 
Victoria & Grand Home, Office, Travel | ГЕ JEWELERS 


857 Grand Avenue Twin Cities Metro Area STEELEFITNESS.COM | 763.233.5800 
9TH & NICOLLET | 612.338.5950 
RIDGEDALE | 952.591.0737 


JBHUDSON.COM 
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Ў A WORD IN EDGEWISE | єв. Boatner 


Justice for Puppy Doe - and Beyond 


In August, a pit bull puppy was found in a wooded area near a Quin- 
cy, Massachusetts, playground. She had been systematically tortured 
over time, to such a degree that veterinarians had no option but to 
euthanize her. 

Dr. Martha Smith-Blackmore, vice president of animal welfare at 
the Animal Rescue League of Boston told the Boston Herald that the 
puppy’s condition was “unquestionably ... hands down” the worst case 
of cruelty she had ever witnessed. 

As the “Puppy Doe” case went worldwide, her previous owner came 
forward. Forced to surrender her pet, she gave her away through 
Craigslist. Phone records linked the dog to Polish national Radoslaw 
Czerkawski; searches of his home disclosed blood spatters, fur, and a 
bloody paw print matching Puppy Doe’s DNA. Czerkawski is currently 
being held on $500,000 bail facing a possible 55-year prison sentence 
for eleven counts of animal cruelty. 

Callie Crossley wrote on WGBH news, “Hundreds of Puppy Doe 
supporters demanded justice for the abused dog. I look toward the 
day when vulnerable humans suffering abuse will inspire masses of 
sympathizers to demand the same for them.” 


minnesota freedom ba 
performing for over 30 years! 


SUNDAY 


Nan | | 


Marriot Ballroom 
5901 Wayzata Blvd 
St. Louis Park, MN 


$15 Adults 
$12 Kids/Seniors 


aD. 


v 


LIFE IS 


A BROADWAY SING-ALONG 
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Crossley doesn’t acknowledge that justice isn’t an either-or situa- 
tion. Norfolk District Attorney Michael Morrissey stressed, “From 
the beginning, we've been concerned that if an individual could do 
this to a dog or another animal, what could they do to a person? 
This made this an extremely important case to us.” Attorney Gen- 
eral Martha Coakley concurred: “Someone who takes pride or plea- 
sure in the ritual torture of animals, whether its a young child or 
an adult, its an indicator this person is capable of and may seek to 
inflict pain on other people.” 

Statistics show direct connections between animal abuse and do- 
mestic violence. The current hue and cry over Puppy Doe may well 
result in saving other animals and humans. People can learn to stop 
handing over live animals on Craigslist. Substantial prison sentences 
for animal abusers could curtail their freedom to move on to children 
or vulnerable adults. Puppy Doe’s terrible suffering can have meaning 
if we will learn. 

Everything-every being-has a place on the circle. People and 
other living creatures are interrelated in ways we are only dimly begin- 
ning to realize. We need to honor and protect every life. 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES вл. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 24 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


* Family/Divorce/Custody * Injuries/Auto Accidents 
* Second Parent Adoption * Wills & Trusts 

* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution • Probate 

* Prenuptial Agreements * Business Law 

* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements * Employment Law 

* Gay Marriage Advice * Bankruptcy 


Convenient Downtown 
Skyway level offices » 
612.332.5100 
www. ;cloutier- law. com 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


Paris Ciun 720 


Modern Classics Event 
Music. Hors d'oeuvres. Modeling: 
Fri. De Band Sat. Dec. 14, 10=8 


SCHEHERAZADE JEWELERS 


Galleria • 69th & France * Edina 
sjewelers.com e 952-926-2455 
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NATIONAL COMING OUT DAY LUNCHEON 
OCTOBER 11, 2013 
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U OF M TUCKER CENTER 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
OCTOBER 22, 2013 
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SPIRIT ON LAKE 
GRAND OPENING 


OCTOBER 10, 2013 


FUN CITY DOGS 


15,000 sc 1door and c 
Webcams • 24 - hour E e 
озум PIS 


612-722-3647 
www.funcitydogs.com 
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FREE LEGAL 
CONSULTATION | 


Q Family Law / Divorce Q Criminal Defense 
Q Child Support Q Business & Civil Litigation 
Q Domestic Partnerships Q Wills and Powers of Attorney 


| Randall S. Johnson (651) 646-3755 | | 


Attorney at Law www.rsjlaw.com 


Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 
L Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 
ns 222—4] [d Eesen [i pamm = 


Helping you work toward financial success 


PATRICIA JONES, helping you create and execute a sound financial plan 
based on your unique core values and goals. 


Retirement Planning e Estate Planning e Insurance Planning 
Asset Management e Investment/Insurance Workshops 


EA 


JONES FINANCIAL GROUP 


main 612.326.1800 email patricia.jones @lpl.com 
4748 Chicago Ave. S. e Minneapolis • www.myjonesfinancial.com 
XC Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand | 3826 Grand W St. Louis Par 952.922.8364 www.StyleByMax.com 


LavenderMagazine.com | 13 


OUR LAVENDER 


LAVENDER LENS | Sophia Hautes 


FAMILY EQUALITY COUNCIL HALLOWEEN PARTY 
OCTOBER 26, 2013 
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Forever. 


Decades ago, clinical trials opened 
new doors for people battling HIV & AIDS. 
Today, they may be key to eradicating HIV infection forever. 


[he University of Minnesota recently launched new НІМ clinical studies. 
But to be successful, we need your help. 


You can make a difference if you're: 


Diagnosed HIV+ 
18 years or older 


Interested in the clinical trials process 


We're forging new paths in the fight against HIV & AIDS. 


Compensation and time requirements vary. 


Find out more at hiv.umn.edu 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
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Open ‘till 8PM Thursdays in December 


THE 


GRAND HAND 


GALLERY 


` Twin Cities 


Gay Men's Choí à 
* У + d + 


ув 


Д | i 
. 
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л of Wander 
Và 
with Grammy Award-winning 


special guest Matt Alber 


Friday & Saturday, Dec 15-14, 2015, 8pm 
Sunday, Dec 15, 2015, 2pm 
Ted Mann Concert Hall • U of M West Bank 


612-624-2345 or tickets.umn.edu 


TCGMC celebrates the wonder of the season with special guest Matt 
Alber! After performing as part of the renowned ensemble Chanticleer, 
Matt has pursued more contemporary projects and made a name for 
himself with his hit End of the World. 


Featuring a mash-up of Lo, How a Rose and The Rose 
along with a stunning gospel interpretation 

of O Holy Night, you won't want 

to miss this special winter's 

night full of stars! 


Chorus: 612-339-7664 


tcgmc.org 
"For many music lovers, the Twin Cities 
Gay Men's Chorus holiday concert is an annual 
tradition. With new artistic director Ben Riggs out 
front this promises to be an especially festive event." 
— Pamela Espeland, MinnPost.com 


JOIN THE CONVERSATION 


f © You tue 
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OUR LAVENDER 


"BEAR" WITH ME 


(WHILE I TELL YOU ABOUT)... 


by Barry Leavitt 


JUL TO THE WORLD, A NORDIC 
CHRISTMAS 

Now thru Sunday, January 5, 2014 
American Swedish Institute 

2600 Park Ave., Minneapolis 

Experience the joy and warmth of the 
holidays at the American Swedish Institute 
(ASI)’s “Jul to the World" celebration this 
winter. ASI hosts a wide array of holiday 
exhibits, events and programs perfect for 
everyone: from musical performances for 
families, to a romantic date night with a spe- 
cial someone, to unique after hours holiday 
glögg (mulled wine) tours at the ornately 
decorated historic Turnblad Mansion or en- 
joy a hot chocolate and baked goods around 
an outside bonfire in ASI's Enchanted For- 
est. Explore contemporary holiday traditions 
and farm to table seasonal cuisine through- 
out the Mansion in the beloved annual holi- 
day rooms of the five Nordic countries. Visit 
www.asimn.org for more information. 


19 BAR'S NOVEMBER POOL 
TOURNAMENT 

Sunday, November 17 • 4pm 

19 Bar - 19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis 

Chalk up your pool cue! It's time for the 19 
Bar's monthly pool tournament! $5 entry fee! 
There's a CASH PRIZE for the winner, and 
$15 BAR TABS for 2nd and 3rd place! Don't 
miss it! Visit www.facebook.com and search 
"The 19 Bar" for more information. 


LIFE IS A CABARET 

Sunday, November 17 • 2pm 

Marriott Ballroom • 5901 Wayzata Blvd., 
St. Louis Park 

Join the Minnesota Freedom Band for 

a cabaret concert featuring a Broadway 
Sing-A-Long, Cabaret style seating at tables, 
Broadway music you know and love, and of 
course the Minnesota Freedom Band. Get 
your favorite beverage at the cash bar and 
enjoy some great Broadway music. Tickets 
are $15 for adults and $12 for children and 
seniors. There are also a limited number of 
$25 VIP tickets, which includes front row 
seating and a glass of champagne. Visit www. 
mnfreedomband.org for more information. 


GLBT STAND-UP COMEDY SHOWCASE 
Wednesday, November 20 • 8pm 

Camp Bar, 490 N. Robert St., St. Paul 
Twice a year, the Twin Cities funniest 
GLBTQA comedians come together at Camp 
Bar for a night of hilarious stand-up. Comedy 
seductress Amber Preston headlines the 
showcase with her quirky improvisation. Am- 
ber was recently named one of “5 Comedi- 
ans to Watch" in New York Magazine. Her 
brassy charisma and keenly honed jokecraft 


leave audiences powerless not to fall head 
over heels. From raucous roadhouses to the 
classiest clubs Preston’s saucy, mischievous 
charm captivates diehard and casual comedy 
fans alike. She's joined by Chris Klavet- 

ter, Alvin Irby, Matt Iverson, Mark Nusbaum, 
and emcee Jakey Emmert. The event is free 
of a cover charge. For directions or more 
information, visit Camp-Bar.net. 


MASKS:2 

Thursday, November 21 • 7-10pm 

The Saloon • 830 Hennepin Ave., 
Minneapolis 

MASKS:2 is a collection of photographs that 
explore the masks that we wear and the 
masks that control us. The event features 
art from Ryan Coit, Tim Davis, and Erik 
Janzen. Due to imagery and subject matter, 
this collection is for mature audiences only. 
Search “MASKS:2 Photography Collection” 
on Facebook for more information. 


BEAR BAR NIGHT 

Saturday, November 23 • 8-11pm 
eagleBOLTbar • 515 Washington Аме. S., 
Minneapolis 

Otters, and Cubs, and Bears, OH MY! Join 
the North Country Bears for their monthly 
Bear Bar Night in the Bolt Underground. $7 
gets you a cup for keg beer, pop, and a whole 
lot of burly bears, otters, cubs, and their 
admirers...Grrr. Visit www.eagleboltbar.com 
for more information. 


TRIANGLE OF HOPE PRESENTS: 18TH 
ANNIVERSARY EX-DRAG-A-GANZA 
Sunday, November 24 • 5-8pm 

Town House 

Join Triangle of Hope as they celebrate their 
18" birthday with an event featuring an all-star 
lineup of Twin Cities entertainers, 50/50 raf- 
fles, light buffet, and much more. It all benefits 
Clare Housing. Hosted by Mary Brewster, and 
featuring Barbara Gordon, Burberry Vuitton, 
Gucci Velour, Lady Katie, Mia Dorr, Tonia Lee 
Collins, Ti-Nea’. Visit www.townhousebar.com 
for more information. 


WE'RE ALL GOING TO HELL BY BLACK 
HEARTS BURLESQUE 

Friday, November 29 • Doors 9:30pm • 
Show 10:30pm 

Hell's Kitchen • 80 S. 9th St., Minneapolis 
Join the Black Hearts on Black Friday as they 
celebrate the things they're most thankful 
ТОГ: Т & A! $10/21+. November's incarna- 
tion includes a silent auction benefitting 
Save-A-Bull, a pit bull rescue, rehabilitation, 
and rehome organization. Reserved seating 
is available for $20. Please email booking? 
blackhearts-burlesque.com to reserve seats. 


NOTABLE 

Congratulations to Lavender advertiser, T 
Lee Designer Jewelry, which was recently 
named by jewelry industry magazine, 
Instore, as the coolest jewelry store in 
America. Head over to 509 1/2 First Ave. NE 
in Minneapolis, and see for yourself how cool 
the store is. Way to go T Lee! O 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


SPOTLIGHT | John Townsend 


Disabled Theater. Photo courtesy of Walker Art Center 


that you just don't see, even in 

the best love stories. The mixed 
audience I saw it with stayed with it 
through its entire length. Wow!) 


BLUE IS THE WARMEST COLOR 
Lagoon Cinema,1320 Lagoon Ам., Mpls. 
(612) 823-3020 
www.landmarktheatres.com 

You may cringe and squirm. You may jump for joy. Or some of 
both when you see this year's Palme d'Or (Best Picture Award) 
Winner at the world's most prestigious film festival at Cannes. It runs 
just over three hours but if you realize you are in for an intimate look 
into the life of a teenaged lesbian falling in love for the first time and 
just stay with it, the film has rich rewards to offer. Adele Exarcho- 
poulus plays high school student protagonist Adele who is wooed by 
a post-secondary art student with died blue hair named Emma (Lea 
Seydoux). Femme Adele is vulnerable and very intelligent, but gentle 
in intellectual discussion. Butch Emma is steely and learned, the type 
who might shun you if you didn't agree with her hyper-opinionated 
views. The age difference between them in the beginning of the film 
will surely raise eyebrows. Had Emma been a man would he have 
been arrested for stalking and statutory rape? 

One of the many riches of this beautiful film is the juxtaposition 
ofthe Apollonian to the Dionysian. It's packed with organically inter- 
preted intellectual comments made by various characters and will 
soon shift to some of the most passionate sex scenes you'll ever see 
in a film not screening at an adult arcade. Moreover, Blue is packed 
with unexpectedly interesting scenes that revolve around food, inti- 
mate scenes between the two young women, moments of affection, 
as well as many very touching moments as Adele becomes a young 
woman committed to teaching very young children ways of appreci- 
ating cultural traditions beyond her native France. Though there are 
some scenes of parental unconsciousness and lesbophobic bullying, 
it doesn't tarry too long in those areas like so many other queer- 
themed films do. Nothing against some of those films, but those situ- 
ations have been played out often. That said, so have the coming-out 
and coming-of-age themes that Blue is the Warmest Color is grounded 
in. But it's the intimacy that puts this film in a class all its own. 

Nor do politics and discrimination take center stage aside from 
some protest and Gay Pride scenes. Tunisian director Abdellatif 
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Kechiche has uncompromisingly 
focused Blue is the Warmest Color in 
profoundly human and intimate 
ways that you may have never seen 
in a film or on stage or experienced 
yourself. If the film seems slow- 
going to you, maybe take that as an 
indicator that it’s your own mind 
that has become too filled with its 
own chatter and clutter so that you 
cannot be present for what the film is 
gracefully taking its time to relate. It 
hypnotizes. It reminds us just how 
confusing and difficult youth can be. 
And perhaps, most difficult of all, is 
that it makes the GLBT community 
which is so steeped in 'celebrating 
itself, take stock of how we can be 
absolutely awful to our own. And that 
no amount of screeching about xeno- 
phobia and queerphobia can deflect 
from the fact that we can be inexcus- 
ably cruel to our own. Kechiche has 
come under severe criticism from 
his actresses, some critics, and some 
audiences. But sometimes the birth 
of art can be extremely difficult. And 
Kechiche, Exarchopoulus, and Sey- 
doux have given birth to what will 
surely become a classic not only in 
queer cinema but cinema in general. 
(And please note I did not use that 
idiotic term ‘instant classic.’ Blue is 
the Warmest Color has the depth of 
intimacy and bravery in showing 
human behavior at certain extremes 


DISABLED THEATER 
Nov. 21, 22, & 23 
Walker Art Center, 
1750 Hennepin Av., Mpls. 
(612) 375-7600 
www.walkerart.org 
Switzerland’s acclaimed Theater 
HORA, a troupe of actors with dis- 
abilities, and conceptual performer 
Jerome Bel of Paris, have blended 
energies with a work titled Disabled 
Theater. It deals with issues of of 
identity, discrimination, and the lim- 
itations of preconceptions. Critics in 
Europe and New York have gushed 
over the 90 minute piece’s frank and 
forthright approach to these issues. 
Theater HORA was formed in Zu- 
rich 20 years ago with the mission 
of developing the artistry of persons 
with learning difficulties and uplift 
their work to a professional level. 
The group’s unfiltered approach 
and raw theatricality takes theater 
to its most basic form. Actor and 
audience connect with no frills. 
Jerome Bel is known for innova- 
tive and experimental work that 
pushes lots of buttons. Past pieces 
have involved total nudity of per- 
formers, international dance, and a 
single actor wearing many T-shirts. 
Bel and Theater HORA point to the 
ever expanding and unfolding real- 
ity of what is possible in performing 
arts. At the same time they know 
how to take theatrical performance 
back to its timeless elemental 
basics. In our own culture, where 
most people have become habitu- 
alized into their theatrical tastes 
and comfort zones, the Walker 
Art Center once again brings 
evidence that there are fewer limits 
to performance than we've been 
conditioned to believe. For those 
who have never seen topnotch work 
by actors with disabilities, consider 
that you have been prejudiced 
and predisposed. The Walker, the 
Guthrie Theater, and Minnesota’s 
own Interact Theatre have provided 
ample evidence that such prejudices 
are outdated and just plain wrong. 
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photo by Dan Norman | Dean Holt, Reed Sigmund 


Thursday, November 21 LAVENDERS ` wëlt ei 

For %15 OFF use promo code "LAVENDER" Nights Zi 

at childrenstheatre.org 

Enjoy Third Thursday NA at the Theater 
MINNEAPOLIS 


before the show! (Offer not available on 
6pm at MIA INSTITUTE OF ARTS previously purchased tickets) 


SHARE THEJOY IN... 


LAVENDER 5 


ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION 
ONLY $100 


Announcement includes photo and up to 50 words. 
Appears in print, online, iPad, and iPhone editions for 2 weeks. 


Available in all editions of Lavender Magazine. 


Call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermagazine.com 


14150 Pioneer Trail 

Eden Prairie 

Schedule a visit: 
952-942-5220 
GreenAcresEventCenter.com 


Award-winning food E 


Hi 3 fy 


(сл beautiful memories in this 
lovingly restored historic barn 
amongst crystal and candlelight 
chandeliers, antique jukeboxes, 

an extravagant Italian fountain, 
old fashioned player pianos and 
artwork. The character and charm 
is complemented with modern 
conveniences making it perfect for 
events all year round. 


ТШ 
| | U | 


| GRIFFIN GALLERY 


52.844.988: 
amy o 


LLER INEART. 


LavenderMagazine.com | 19 


SPOTLIGHT 


The Sexual Life of Savages. Photo by Dan Norman 


is admirably unafraid of boldly and 
intelligently addressing all kinds of 
sexual issues. 


THE SEXUAL LIFE OF SAVAGES 

Through Dec. 14 

Minneapolis Theatre Garage, 711 МУ. Franklin Av., Mpls. 
www.brownpapertickets.org 

The internet and its sex connection sites from gay.com to craigslist 
to AdultFriendFinder to match.com, etc. etc. etc. have changed the en- 
tire landscape of sexual activity and human relationships. The genie es- 
caped from the bottle years ago but multitudes have yet to integrate the 
shift. Even if you have integrated that shift yourself, many around you, 
including those who could be your Mr. or Ms. Right or polyamorous 
life partners may not have. Generally speaking, many older people 
are understandably skeptical (and sometimes wisely skeptical) of how 
cyberspace can wreak havoc on one's personal information, hence 
their very life. Generally speaking, many younger people are careless 
and not skeptical enough of what can go wrong with putting your 
self out there online. Ideally, both extremes, of course, should be bal- 
anced. That's why Ian MacAllister McDonald's new play is so eagerly 
awaited as it takes on the realm of sexual posers, sexual explorers, and 
swingers. The honest explorers and the swingers may repel your own 
moralistic viewpoint but they tend to be genuine in their desire. The 
posers....well that's another thing. (Check out ‘men seeking men’ on 
craigslist sometime and you will be struck by how many self-described 
Socks’ are listed. You'd think half of the local college and professional 
sports teams in the metro area were seeking homosexual activity. And 
of course, you must be under 30.) 

The Sexual Life of Savages is a kind of anthropological study of 
how contemporary Americans balance, or not, their primal impulses 
with ethics. Joe Bombard plays Hal, a man whose girlfriend, Jean 
(Meghan Kreidler), has had more sexual experience than he has had. 
This throws all kinds of energies into motion. Sexuality, after all, is a 
mighty power. Is there a way you can master it without suppressing 
it? That's a question to ask yourself . Also, has the notion that you 
are all the people you have ever slept with finally worn out? Recall 
that that was a shrewd right wing shame-based ploy to inculcate fear 
about gays and homosexuality in the AIDS-hysterical 1980s. Thank- 
fully, there's an upward spiral that still transcends that is making us 
reconsider and reconfigure a more realistic and satisfying view of 
sexuality and relationships. The web, for all its confusion and decep- 
tion can also be ground zero for a better and more sexually satisfying 
way of being. We see this with serious talk about polyamory, the 
way serious thinkers like Dan Savage challenge judgements about 
kink, spiritual movements and figures like Abraham via Esther Hicks 
that see sexploration as legitimate and uplifting, and authors like 
Ryan and Jetha whose Sex at Dawn has blown the lid off the very way 
we think of 'animalism,' prehistory, evolution, gender, and monoga- 
my. Go to the Theatre Garage to see if MacAllister-McDonald is on 
the wave or resisting it. Either way, the play will give you lots to think 
and fantasize about. Walking Shadow Theater continually presents 
well-written plays that deal with social concerns and the company 


WE WILL ROCK YOU 
Nov. 19 - 24 

Orpheum Theatre, 

910 Hennepin Av., Mpls. 

(800) 982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 

It's been running for 12 years on 
London's West End and was voted 
on by the public as the UK's favorite 
show by the Olivier Awards, Brit- 
ain's equivalent of the Tony Award. 
Further proof that Queen and its 
lead singer who died of AIDS, Fred- 
die Mercury, still live in the hearts 
and psyches of the masses. Televi- 
son writer and comedian Ben Elton 
has reshaped the show somewhat 
for its American run reflecting social 
changes that have occurred since it 
first opened. Elton shares "this is a 
show about legend. We take the leg- 
end of Queen and created our own 
fantastical story of young kids bat- 
tling the mighty corporation which 
wants to suppress their individuality 
and their love of music. They need 
a hero who can help them in their 
struggle, and we have two -the 
dreamer, Galileo, and the sassy rock 
chick, Scaramouche." 

New pop references have been 
added, not surprisingly one of 
which is Miley Cyrus and a new 
song, You're My Best Friend, which 
Queen-lovers will truly appreciate. 
Tribeca Theatrical Productions’ 
Jane Rosenthal adds, “It’s almost a 
new show. However, in some ways, 
it was already ahead of its time 
when it opened. The overarching 
theme is a demand for individual- 
ism and intimacy in a world where 
everything is downloadable.” Elton 
points out, “There is a scene where 
our two leads run away and discuss 
their loneliness and isolation. In 
2013 it seemed ridiculous to discuss 
friendship without reference to 
Facebook. Young people now live in 
a world where it’s possible to have 
many virutal ‘friends’ and ‘likes’ and 
yet be totally isolated and alone.” 
This is what compelled You're My 
Best Friend to be added to the 
show. Hennepin Theatre Trust is 
the group that brings We Will Rock 
You to Minneapolis. 


THE WONG KIDS IN 
THE SECRET OF THE 
SPACE CHUPACABRA 


Through Nov. 17 
Children's Theatre’s Cargill 


Stage, 2400 Third Av. S., Mpls. 
(612) 874-0400 
www.childrenstheatre.org 

This is surely one of the most 
effective examples of the sci-fi 
comic book and graphic novel 
approach ever applied to theater. 
Cranky eighth-grader Violet (Sasha 
Diamond) and her telepathically- 
inclined nerdy younger brother, 
Bruce (Alton Alburo), must save 
the universe by becoming super- 
heroes. The play’s action shifts 
to various dimensions to thrilling 
effect thanks to scenic designer 
Meredith Ries, sound designed by 
Shane Rettig, and lighting by Paul 
Whitaker. As cheesy as writer Lloyd 
Suh’s dialogue is, it says a lot about 
the need to accept others for being 
different. And not just racially, but 
in other ways. No, I’m not saying 
we are post-racial. But sometimes 
the equality movements compel and 
impel many people to see those ba- 
sic socio-political differences—race, 
gender, sexual orientation, ability 
— as the whole picture. But they are 
not the whole story of course. Be- 
havior, image, personal history and 
demeanor count as standards for 
acceptance and rejection. 

The Wong Kids is a produc- 
tion of New York’s Ma-Yi Theatre 
presented at the Children’s Theatre. 
That it champions children and 
positive images of Asian-Americans 
is admirable. However, it contains a 
regrettable cross-gender character 
with grotesque bare breasts and 
deliberately flabby orange skin, 
both intended to be scary and evil. 
Costume designer Becky Bodurtha 
and director Ralph B. Pena should 
have seriously re-thought this. Un- 
fortunately, the youthful audience is 
impressionable and this representa- 
tion makes an ugly imprint. We are 
constantly told how the white and 
African-American communities have 
strong swathes of queer-phobia. 
Ironically, Asian-American activists 
were railing against the Ordway’s 
recent hosting of Miss Saigon 
because of its purported negative 
Asian-American images. But there 
has been little objection by queer 
activists over the CTC/Ma-Yi 
production. (Full disclosure: I have 
written and spoken publicly at a U 
of M Asian American Law Students 
forum in defense of Miss Saigon and 
of the ill-conceived campaign that 
has long been waged against it.) O 
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Love. The mint 
on life's pillow. 


BEACON POINTE 


LUXURY ON LAKE SUPERIOR 


Two Harbors, MN | On Lake Superior 


Say yes to romance this summer. 
Beacon Pointe is Duluth's premier 
condo-style resort with luxurious 
Suites and one-bedroom, full kitchen 
and living/dining on the water's edge. 
The famed Lakewalk is right 
out your door. Sweet, indeed. 


877-GO-BEACON 


beaconpointeduluth.com 
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| TRAVEL | Carla Waldemar 


Jazz performer at American Jazz Museum. Photo by Carla Waldemar 


BAR (B-CUE) NONE [OR] 'CUE UP IN KC 


Sorry, French Laundry. Give it up, Per Se. 
You didn't top Calvin Trillin's list. The eminent 
food writer has famously declared that the best 
restaurant in the entire country is—drum roll— 
Arthur Bryants Barbecue—by extraordinary 
coincidence, in Calvin's home town, Kansas City. 

I'm here to verify that claim. The way devout 
pilgrims crawl on their knees to Lourdes, I pay 
homage to the pitmasters at Bryant's. And I'm 
not alone. The line out the modest storefront's 
door is a pastiche of business suits, cops' uni- 
forms, sports legends' jerseys, and truckers' den- 
ims. Autographed photos of pleased patrons run 
from Count Basie to Bill Clinton (and there are 
200 barbecue joints here in KC to choose from). 
These ribs bristle with a hickory-blackened 
crust, their fat left behind in the pit, and served 
naked. Slather them, if you wish, with Bryant's 
trinity of sauces—original (tart), spicy, or sweet. 
Ignore their bedding of Wonder Bread and enjoy. 
(Note: Bryant's has gone a bit uppity. On previ- 
ous visits, a roll of paper towels anchored each 
table. Today, it's paper napkins.) 
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A mixed marriage in KC, abhorred by rela- 
tions on both sides, involves a fan of Bryant's 
wedded to a Gates aficionado. Branded by a sil- 
houette of a gent in a top hat, Gates Bar-B-Q is a 
bit more genteel. They actually greet customers 
instead of barking at them. Gates' ribs are uber- 
tender, almost dainty by KC standards, backed by 
a similarly addictive smoked brisket. 

But wait, as they say: there's more! We'd 
joined KC BBQ Tours (www.kcbarbecuetours. 
com ) for a four-hour, four-pit expedition, which 
included some under-the-radar local secrets like 
L.C.’s. Pushed by popular demand, Mississippi- 
born L.C. Richardson has expanded his no-frills 
joint from three to six tables, for which he flame- 
broils his bones 'til they're supremely flavorful 
and juicy. Likewise, his burnt ends. 

Woodyard Barbecue—which started out 
selling wood to DIYers—now sells meat as well. 
And thank goodness. The burnt-end chili is a 
winner, as is the homemade sausage. But the 
real treat is the pork butt, smoked five hours 
over pear wood. (At what temp, I inquired. 


"Optimum" was the succinct answer.) Anyway, 
smoked 'til “barking,” which means the charred 
end of the brisket is ready to be scraped off, and 
the whole thing started over. 

Well, four 'cue joints wasn’t quite enough for 
us, so a pal and I waddled over to Oklahoma 
Joe’s, a former gas station-turned-gastronomic 
with what local polls contend is the best of the 
best, and ГЇЇ give ’em credit. After standing in 
line over an hour—it’s de rigueur—we savored 
(read: slobbered over) the best pulled pork on 
the planet—juicy, flush with flavor, and topped 
with slaw. Plus a plate of beyond-wonderful burnt 
ends. Worth the drive? Worth the airfare! 

But KC doesn’t live on bones alone, not on 
your James Beard medals. We gussied up for 
dinner and headed to Bluestem, where Corby 
Garrelts proves why he was chosen Best Chef 
Midwest. My picks on his five-course menu of 
local flavors started with aerated foie gras with 
wild plums, coffee-cardamom “soil,” ice cream 
and honey (!), followed by risotto dotted with 
nettles, then arctic char atop eggplant and sweet 


onions. Missouri hen paired with Kansas duck 
alongside squash, duck fat aplenty, and “pears 
off the trees of Missouri,” preceding a grand fi- 
nale of pumpkin fritter gilded with creme fraiche, 
black tea, salted caramel, pumpkin seeds, and 
candied squash. Between each course appears a 
little "surprise" from the kitchen. 

Garrelts recently added Rye to his resume. 
"Bluestem features how I was taught, but I grew up 
eating what we serve here,” he explains. “ It's actu- 
ally okay to love those things again, even if they're 
not high-tech. It's cooking from the heart. No one 
cooks fried chicken anymore, and people are ready 
for it again. Ready to get back to their culinary 
roots." Are we ever! Those Amish chickens take 
the prize. Corby brines them, then adds baking 
powder to their flour coating for super-crispiness. 
The kitchen goes through 400 pounds of chicken 
a week, with good reason. And its accompanying 
veggies (think corn soup, heirloom tomato and aru- 
gula salad, kale, okra) come from family-run farms. 

Michel Smith, another Beard winner, put KC 
on the dining map when he cheffed at the elite 
American Restaurant. Now as master of his epony- 
mous café, he favors New American dining. Right 
beside it in the Crossroads District, his newest, 
Extra Virgin, offers offbeat tapas of Asian-to-Latin 
flavors. In both, he puts diners first (and isn't that 
a novel idea?). “Т think about how the customer 
is eating the food," rather than photo-op plate 
presentations. Start with ultra-local tomato and 
peach salad (genius combo), then proceed to 
braised rabbit upon gnocchi with shiitakes and 
Parmesan. Or pork cheeks with roasted plums, 
haricots verts, and lentils. Or ruby trout with suc- 
cotash, chanterelles and a lime-carrot sauce. Step 
next door to push the envelope with adventurous 
starters like his best-selling duck tongue tacos ("Ї 
go through 35 pounds a week") or crispy pig's ear 
salad. There are tuna ceviche tacos for the more 
mainstream palate, along with wood-fired poblano 
mac and cheese, and chicken thighs stuffed with 
figs and chorizo. "Almost every chef in town has 
worked for me," says Smith, "and when they're 
ready to go out on their own, I help them with 
their business plan. I teach them that the way to 
get good at their jobs is—travel!" 

Affaire is a brand-new dinner stop favoring 
modern takes on Germanic cooking (and yes, 
the familiar wiener schnitzel/sausages fare, too). 
Lidia's represents the 15-year-old outpost of bold- 
name Italian chef Lidia Bastianich, who picked 
KC for her first venture outside NYC. She pours 
her own privately-labeled wines with her fritto 
misto, and more. 

Then it's down to the West Bottoms, near the 
Farmers Market, for Adam Northcrafts Local 
Pig, a butcher shop/charcuterie calling on hu- 
manely-raised meats from local farms to produce 
the 350 pounds of primo bacon he goes through 
weekly, plus bacon pate, sriracha head cheese, 
coppa with tangerine and sage, and yammy sand- 
wiches. For a grand finale, inhale the bonbons 
from Christopher Elbow Artisanal Chocolates. 
Elbow also worked at the famed American Res- 
taurant before concentrating on his passion. Best 
seller: fleur de sel caramels, followed by choc- 
olate-enrobed raspberry jelly, all small-batch, 
hand-painted jewels. “Look for balance between 
the filling and the chocolate," Elbow counsels. 
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BBQ from L.C's. Photo by Carla Waldemar; Welson Atkins Museum of Art, photo courtesy of iStockphoto.com; 
Bartenders at historic Rieger Hotel, photo by Carla Waldemar; First Friday gallery exhibit at the Crossroads Art District, 


photo courtesy of iStockphoto.com 


Okay, KC also knows how to mix a mean 
cocktail. Belly up to the bar at the classic Rieger 
Hotel, where mixmasters shake a mean Unicycle 
(aperol, grapefruit, vodka, sparking wine) and 
Pendergast, named for the city’s notorious po- 
litical boss during the days of Prohibition, dur- 
ing which in KC, never mind, booze continued to 
flow freely. 


SIDEBAR: 
BETWEEN BITES 


18th & Vine: This was THE place to be for KC’s 
African-American community in the "205 and 
beyond, buoyed by new arrivals from the South 
seeking jobs and education. The vibrant cross- 
roads had it all: bars, jazz club, social clubs, 
doctors, stores and restaurants in the days where 
Blacks couldn't try on clothes or get a bite to eat 
downtown. Jazz greats played till dawn, when 
folks headed first to church, then to the ball game, 
dressed to the nines. The story comes to life in 
the American Jazz Museum, (Charlie Parker, Louis 
Armstrong, Duke Ellington, Ella Fitzgerald)—live 
concerts, too—and the Negro League Baseball 
Museum, whose Black all-stars prevailed over 
challenges like no hotel room, railroad car nor 
diner to serve them on the road, culminating in 
the breakthrough by Jackie Robinson in 1947. 
National World War | Museum: "Where the story 
of way is told from everybody's point of view," 
and 9,000 red poppies represent the 9,000,000 


dead. The "great adventure" imagined of flashing 
sabers and brave deeds soon gave way to the 
grim reality of stalemate in the trenches, "a place 
of despair" for four long years, as vividly por- 
trayed through first-hand accounts and artifacts. 
Got art? The home/studio of Thomas Hart Benton, 
Missouri's most famous painter and the first-ever 
artist to grace the cover of TIME magazine, show- 
cases the man who chose to produce "common 
art for the common man," including the mural in 
the Presidential Library of his pal, Harry Truman. 
The Nelson Atkins Museum sports classics, starting 
with notable Egyptian and Chinese collections, on 
through the bold names of European painters, with 
Claes Oldenberg's ginormous shuttlecocks anchor- 
ing the lawn. Check out its "Here and Queer" tours. 
Nearby, the Kemper spotlights contemporary art. 
Even more contempo are the indie galleries of the 
Crossroads District, with 10,000 admirers cruising 
the streets every First Friday. October's FF hailed 
LGBT Human Rights Month, where the boys con- 
vened—as always—at Hamburger Mary's. 

Gay KC: Show-Me Pride, in early June, draws 
30,000 visitors. Gay Film Fest, later in June, is 
another hit. Visit bars Missie B's for drag shows 
and dancing; Bistro 303 for an upscale, all-out 
time; and Out Abounds, sports bar supreme. Hotel 
Phillips (chic renovation of a classic property) is 
ultra-welcoming. For info, www.visitkc.com or 
888-474-8520. O 

Read more about "Quirky & Quaint" finds around 
Kansas City online at www.lavendermagazine. 
com 
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IT'S MORE THAN YOUR ADDRESS. 


IT'S YOUR HOME. 


THOMPSUN 


EXTERIORS 


ROOFING SIDING WINDOWS 


Stylish Choices e Practical Solutions e Expert Service 
612.722.8428 


f | www.ThompsonExteriors.com | 


3757 Cedar Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55407 
LIC# ВСО07039 | Bonded | Insured 


Put it to work for you. 


Disability 
Linkage Line? 


1-866-333-2466 


Assisting People 
with Disabilities to... 


Lead independent lives by providing services of the Disability Linkage Line. 
A one-stop call for disability & chronic illness questions. 


“tan c й 
Sgt, Metropolitan Center for 
ї з Independent Living 
^" 
© $ 1600 University Ave. Suite 16 * St. Раш, MN 55104 
25 epe!" (651) 646-8342 e www.mcil-mn.org 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


ON THE RECORD | ca Huyek 


ELTON JOHN The Diving Board 

| wouldn't call Elton John's recent releases 
as a late-career renaissance, but they 

at least make up for the wilderness he was 
lost in during much of the ‘80s and ‘90s, 
when the best work came out of the mouth 
of a lion cub. Working with longtime musi- 
cal partner Bernie Taupin, John produces a 
solid collection of new tunes here that work 
off of his two strongest gifts - his distinc- 
tive piano playing and voice - without any embarrassing attempts 
to update the sound. It’s a largely low-key affair that passes along 
like a gentle and sleepy afternoon, reaching its peak on the title 
track's bluesy shuffle and a few short piano interludes that hint at 
some musical ideas that would have been worth exploring. 


JANELLE MONAE 
The Electric Lady Suites IV and V 


Eclectic soul singer Monae calls in the 
heavy hitters early on her latest album, 
employing Prince ("Givin' ‘Em What They 
Love"), Erykah Badu ("Queen"), and 
Beyoncé-sibling Solange ("Electric Lady") 
on the album's opening three cuts. While 
the extra wattage helps, Monae has plenty 
of star power on her own. Working with a 
vocal style that is equal parts sultry and strident, Monae reminds 
us that dance pop music doesn't need to be brainless. After all, 
the album is the latest in her string of releases portraying her 

as a futuristic musical android and notes that the track "Dance 
Apocalyptic" is "inspired by Michael Jackson's Jheri curl in 
‘Thriller’ and Bo Diddley's tremolo guitar playing." (І can totally 
hear it.) 


; GOLDFRAPP Tales of Us 

ССА As the weather turns to autumn and winter, 
the frantic sounds of the summer can be 
left behind for something quieter, darker 
and more contemplative. Goldfrapp - first 
name Alison, joined by musical partner Will 
Gregory - pioneered the modern electronic 
sound during the last decade and chart 

an icy-cold musical approach here that is 
one part Cocteau Twins, one part the Cure 
and a tira part Fairport Convention. I’m always thrilled when 

an act has the musical convictions to push their music into fresh 
territory and the consistent frozen tone beautifully underscores 

the lyrical messages in the songs. Even when they push the pace a 
touch (such as on "Thea") the chill doesn't leave. All of that works 
together for a beautiful and tense collection. 


AVICCI True 

When | think of the Swedes and music, | 
think of tight and bright pop music and 
filthy punk rock and metal. DJ Tim Bergling 
is much closer to the first camp (though 
there is a bit of heavy attitude), merging 

a vibe that takes cues from the likes of 

Daft Punk and Moby and melding it with a 
bevy of guest vocalists. That ranges from 
the likes of soul singer Aloe Blacc (opener 
“wake Me Up”), Adam Lambert ("Lay Me Down"), and folk singer 
Dan Tyminski (“Hey Brother"). While surrounded with all of this 
talent, Bergling doesn't let you lose sight of what brought you to 
the party, producing songs that not only drive with danceable beats 
but add actual hooks and content to bring you back. O 


WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS 


Lynx Head Coach, Cheryl Reeve. Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


by Shane Lueck 


'The Minnesota Lynx are lethal. There is no denying that when all 
facts are considered. Fact: the team has made it to the finals for 
three straight years, coming away with the WNBA championship 
title twice. Fact: they hold the most wins (read: 99) in a three-season 
span in league history and this year they became the second team 
in league history to go 7-0 in the playoffs. Fact: the team has four 
WNBA All-Stars on a line up that isn't changing anytime soon with 
recent contract extensions. Fact: with the second youngest roster in 
the league, the Lynx players are still in their prime and ready for a 
repeat of an excellent season next year. 

In a state whose sports teams tend to leave fans wanting more, 
the Lynx gave Minnesotans a chance to laud a dominant team. All 
of the ingredients were there for an outstanding season - and what 
a godsend it was! Before the Lynx's 2011 championship win, it had 
been twenty years since Minnesota celebrated a championship win 
with the 1991 World Champion Minnesota Twins baseball team. 
Wallowing in the foibles of teams like the Twins, Vikings, and 
Timberwolves season after season, Minnesota sports fans were 
beginning to lose hope. But wait; enter the Lynx. 

Despite boasting three Olympians among an alkstar returning 
lineup, most of the women's basketball world heralded the Phoenix 
Mercury as the team to beat for the season. But the Minnesota Lynx 
made that difficult. With attention focused away from the team, the Lynx 
were able have their skill showcased and speak for itself. Without the 
pressure of having won a championship the year before (like last year's 
season) the Lynx were able to begin the season flying under the radar 
as the underdogs...until that just wasn't possible anymore. Coming out 
ofa very noticeable 26-8 regular season record, the Lynx hit the playoffs 


with a winning momentum that just kept going. ^Opening the season 
with the attention on other teams afforded us the opportunity to fly 
under the radar and give undivided attention to our stated goals of being 
the best in the West and bring another championship to Minnesota," 
says Carley Knox, the director of business operations for the team. 

Never losing a game in the playoffs, the Lynx recorded double- 
digit victories in five of the seven games, setting the stage for the 
championship game. The opposing team, the Atlanta Dream, entered 
the playoffs coming off a four-game losing streak in the regular 
season and a record of 17-17. The Dream did, however, have a split 
record against the Lynx winning one of the two games played against 
them in the regular season. 

'The Lynx controlled Game 1 against the Dream from the opening 
tip ending with an 84-59 victory. Entering Game 2, the Lynx were 
brimming with confidence as a message on the video board just 
before the opening tip read “Game 1 we made a statement. Game 2 
we will make history. We're leaving Minnesota after tonight, but we'll 
be bringing something back with us" followed by an image of the 
championship trophy. Sure enough, an 88-63 victory sent the Lynx 
offto Georgia to battle it out in what would become the third and final 
game in the best-of-five series. 

Ending with an 86-77 lead, the Lynx clinched a 2013 Championship 
title and returned home for a parade in front of thousands of fans along 
Nicollet Mall, ending in a party at Target Center earlier this month. 

Knox says, “As defending champions in 2014, there will be great 
motivation to become the first team to win back-to-back titles in the 
WNBA in over 10 years." The Minnesota Lynx set a standard, and 
now it's time for everyone else to catch up. 
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BAROMETER | George Holdgrafer 


Bad Karma Captures 
Miss Gay 90's Crown 


On Halloween evening, October 31, appropriately enough, at the 
La Femme Show Lounge, newcomer Bad Karma won the Miss Gay 
90's Contest, with а 5500 cash award. In front of a large and appre- 
ciative audience, she emerged on top of a field of five contestants: 
Scotia, Octavia Bonet, Mercedes Iman, Shanice Rodgers, and Bad 
Karma. The contest consisted of three categories—evening gown, 
question and answer, and talent—with Bad Karma sweeping the lat- 
ter. Longtime La Femme Show Director Nina Di Angelo emceed the 
event. Last year's Miss Gay 90's, perennial titleholder Geneva Rich- 
ards, stepped down from her title, although she continues to reign 
as Miss City of the Lakes. Along with Di Angelo and Richards, other 
La Femme performers, including Prada Diamond, displayed their 
awesome talent at the contest. The La Femme ensemble is onstage 
Wednesday through Sunday at the Gay 90's. 


Gay 90's 

408 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 333-7755 
www.gay90s.com 
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Check daily happenings at Townhousebar.com or Town House Bar on Facebook 


Tune in or listen online 
at www.AM950radio.com 


28 | LAVENDER | NOVEMBER 14-27, 2013 


ВАВ SHOWCASE | photos by George Holdgrafer 


eagleBOLTbar остовев s: 


Singles Pool 
TOURNAMENT 
SunWNovemberd АРМ 


Free iOS download 
available now. 
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NEVER А COVER CHARGE 
f E) "like" us on Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 
facebook 19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis • (612) 871-5553 • www.19baritgo.com 
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LEATHER LIFE | steve Lenius 


Interview with Andy Cross, 
International Mr. Leather 2013 


Andy Cross, the current International 
Mr. Leather (IML) titleholder, will be in Min- 
neapolis this weekend as one of the judges 
of the Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2014 contest. 
I recently called him in San Francisco and 
asked a few questions. 

Did you have any childhood inklings 
that leather might someday be an inter- 
est of yours? 

My first memory of leather —and it has 
stuck with me all these years, so it's pretty 
formidable, I guess—is when my uncle, my 
father's brother, came to visit us one time. 
He was a motorcycle guy and came in wear- 
ing chaps and a leather jacket. I wasn't so 
much attracted to him as attracted to the 
leather. I remember, he let me wear his jack- 
et, and I thought it was the coolest thing. I 
loved the smell of it. There was just some- 
thing that was inherently manly and sexy 
about the leather for some reason. And it's 
been a turn-on ever since. 

What went through your mind when 
your name was called as International 
Mr. Leather 2013? 

It was so great because I wasn't expect- 
ing it at all. And I think the thing that meant 
the most to me was that there were a lot of 
San Francisco people in the audience, some 
of the guys who had helped me prepare. 

How has your title year been so far? 

Its been busy, but it's been fantastic. 
It's definitely been the ride of my life. I've 
met so many people and seen so many 
cool things. 

One of the most rewarding things is that 
Ive had the opportunity to visit communi- 
ties and tell them what other communities 
do. For instance, one of my very first trips 
was to Des Moines, and they have a re- 
ally large young leather community there— 
which is fantastic! Then I go to another 
community, and in talking to them they say 
that they don't have the young leather com- 
munity. I have the opportunity to spread the 
fire, so to speak, and say Des Moines does 
this, and it attracted all these young people. 

And I get to visit cool places. I was in 
Alaska a few weeks ago. I’m going to Europe 
in a few months. I was in Texas a few days 
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ago. And I’m going to Los 
Angeles on Thursday. 

And you're coming to 
Minneapolis to be one of 
the judges for this year's 
Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 
Contest. 

I am. I’m looking for- 
ward to it. 

What other contests 
have you judged as IML? 

Ive judged Mr. Michi- 
gan Leather, and I just 
judged the Mr. Third Coast 
Leather contest in Hous- 
ton. Next week I judge the 
Mr. Regiment Leather con- 
test in L.A. I have a lot of 
contests coming up in No- 
vember, and also in January 
and February. 

As you judge the Mr. 
Minneapolis Eagle con- 
test, what will you be 
looking for? 

I'll be looking for some- 
one that I want to talk to. Es- 
pecially in an interview, I’m 
not necessarily looking at 
the content of their answers 
or what their opinions on 
certain things are, because 
everyone has their own 
opinions. I'm looking to see 
if they're genuinely a nice 
guy, and if I approached 
them in a bar or at a party, 
would I want to talk to 
them? Would I want to hear 
what the leather community is like in Min- 
neapolis if they were telling me? That's really 
the most important thing that I look for. 

What do you want to accomplish dur- 
ing your title year? 

That was actually one of my questions 
during the IML interview. The question ac- 
tually was, fast-forward a year and you're 
IML—what would you want to be remem- 
bered for? And my answer was kind of what 
I already said, being a conduit of information 


Photo by Steve Lenius 


between regions or communities. I mean, 
thats how we grow as a community, and 
that's how we change, and I think growing 
and changing is essential. 

Have you thought about what you 
want to do after your title year is over? 

Sleep in at least for one weekend! But 
other than that, like I said before, I’m having 
the ride of my life, and I love it right now. So 
I guess ГІЇ have to cross that bridge when it 
comes. O 
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LET US BE YOUR HUMAN JUKE Box 


Frameworthy 


Allow Frameworthy to assist you with 
the framing of your cherished wedding 
photos and memorabilia. 


Country Village Center 
11309 Highway 7 
Minnetonka, MN 

(952) 938-0856 


— WINE & SPIRITS — 


ЕЕ BOY 


IN ST. LOUIS PARK 


Absolutely Ridiculous Prices. Every Day. 
If this T t scare you away um 14 Hands атасан ү Directors Щ | Kendall =| Absolut "3 


“Hot to Trot” Red Chardonnay Cabernet Sauvignon Jm Vintner's Reserve Vodka 


marriage, let us help file your joint Chardonnay 175 Liter e 


tax returns! Retail 159,99 e Retail 522.99 Retail 519.99 SAVE і Retail 315.99. 
A E Kl $9 Liquor d Liquor 
$50 joint return reviews Р oe 
` Jameson Irish Dewars Veuve Clicquot | Summit Stella Artois 
We'll show you what your 2012 returns would Whiskey Liter 1.75 Liter Brut 12 pack bottles 12 pack bottles 


have looked like if you filed jointly. ыз} Se _ 


Liquor „ЖЕ Liquor AMA 
Boy 5 Воу 5 


900 Unbelievable Wines 


Professionals Store Hours: Monday thru Thursday 9AM - 8PM 
7 Friday & Saturday 9AM - 10РМ + CLOSED SUNDAY 


www.liquor-boy.com d'u emm 


St. Louis Park 


DR OVER 100 Single Malt Scotches 


4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 


i — WINE & SPIRITS — 5620 Cedar Lake Road, St. Louis Park « 952-512-2200 
St. Louis Park MN 55416 All bottles are 750mUs unless specified otherwise. Prices subject to change after 11/28/13. 
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- А - Б Liquor Boy Wine & Spirits Advertising Policy — It is our firm intention to have every advertised item in 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 LIQU 0 R BOY stock. Occasionally. however, an advertised item may not be available for purchase due to unforseen 


RO RT. com difficulties. Errors and omissions occasionally occur and are subject to correction. 
ax. [o] No further discounts. No rain checks. No quantity limits. E ka =] 
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HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, Р.А. 
Representing the legal needs of ALL Minnesotans 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Real Estate, Criminal Defense, 
Civil Litigation, Business Transactions, Domestic Partnerships, 
Wills and Powers of Attorney, Professional Licensing and Discipline, and Mediation. 


*Certified Criminal Law Specialist 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul - (651) 330-8508 
WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 


Designer Tile & Stone Showrooms 
Plymouth * Roseville + Burnsville 


www.katelotile.com 
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BOOKS | E.B. Boatner 


Brandon Stanton 
St. Martin's Press 
HUMANS OF $29.99 
YORK Stanton bought a camera in 2010 with the 
NEW idea of creating a photographic census of the 
people of New York. From personal collection, 
ЕЯ he presented his work by blog, then Face- 
book. There was minimal attention at first, 
then a flood of interest. Now, a book with 400 
unforgettable photos that in one week made 
#1 on the New York Times bestseller list, Stanton's passion, 
compassion, and humor radiate from every frame. Not a "can- 
did" photographer, Stanton openly approaches his subjects and 
they respond with equal candor, offering quotes and stories that 
(unobtrusively) accompany their portraits. Stanton's continues 
to walk thousands of city miles adding thousands of new images 
and stories daily to his trove. Follow his work online, buy the 
book: The perfect holiday gift. 


SPIRITED 
AWAY Barbara Deese 

Г North Star Press 
$14.95 


Friends Robin Bentley and Cate Running Wolf 
of the No Ordinary Women book club now 
have mothers living in Meadowpoint Manor 
residence. Another resident is ninety-six-year- 
old Era Dudley, who insists her son, Winston, 
has gone missing. She knows the pair solved 
an earlier case (Murder at Spirit Falls) and insists they find him. 
How old is Winston? "Thirty-four..." Is Era in la-la land, or is 
there something to her claim? Deese not only spins a good 
yarn, but deftly presents the nuances of old age and the quirks, 
foibles—and shrewdness—of Era and her cronies. To solve the 
mystery, Robin and Cate must depend on the strengths of their 
elders, and in so doing realize that Time will not spare the No 
Ordinary Women. 


Virginia Lowell 

Berkeley Prime Crime 

$7.99 

Olivia Greyson just wants to bake and 
decorate cookies at The Gingerbread House, 
but murder will intrude. As One Dead Cookie 
opens, Olivia is working on the treats for her 
best friend Maddie's engagement party when 
soap star actor, Trevor Lane, a native of Chat- 
terley Height's neighboring town of Twiterton, 
is found dead on her porch. Bad. Worse, the actor's face has 
been branded with a cookie cutter. Worst, Olivia's and Maddie's 
friend Stacy is implicated in the foul deed. Further inquiries show 
that many of the townsfolk, including the deceased's childhood 
friend and manager, have long-held grudges against him. Lowell 
works back through the skeins of plot and delivers another well- 
crafted cozy, ending with a showdown at the engagement féte. 
Two delicious recipes follow. 


Mur Kate McLachlan 

97 And The Quest Books 

Hurdy Gurdy 16.95 

Girl. y^ This lesbian historical romance is filled with 
ES all the flash and dash, love and larceny that 


the reader could desire. Wanted by the police 
for killing her lover/benefactor, a quintes- 
sential robber baron, Susan Bantry has fled 
Kate McLachlan to the north Idaho mining town of Needle's 
Eye, currently working as a hurdy gurdy 

girl in a saloon. Enter Jo Erin, Susan's childhood friend, now a 
cross-dressing Pinkerton agent who has, because of her previous 
connection with Susan, been sent to track her down. Jo has her 
own agenda, having had feelings for Susan through the years. 
All this plays out against the background of a mining war with its 
attendant murder and betrayal. Nicely drawn characters, and one 
of the most nail-biting mine escapes since Zola's Germinal. 


DATE NIGHT 


Every Thursday after 6pm 
"RAP M, і А Saee GES 
ntrees or izza 
3-6 РМ & Dessert $38 
uen CPAS oe Bottie of Wine ME 
612.825.6827 


3555 Chicago Avenue South, Minneapolis 


Wednesday night is date night. 
Check Ei for deals. 


LORING 


КІТСНЕМ2 BAR 


www.LorINcKITCHEN.COM 


[612] 843 0400 * 1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 


Mississippi Market 
at your door 


www.msmarket.coop 


Now delivering 
to Minneapolis! 


збій : 
- Not too long ago, ai initial dining ST се at Travail was a cavalcade орат- 
rested expectations. I was in Robbinsdale, а согу community with a gem of a butcher 


shop and adorable main street, 


urant’s chefs 
actice as the 
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Two Happy Hours 
7 days a week! 
3-6pm and 9pm-1am 

$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 


$5 Off All Buckets O' Beer 3 
$2 Off АП Burgers After 9pm 1 


Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour 
on Monday & Tuesdays! 3 
**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events + Ам nn a 6 
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THE FLAVORS OF FONDUE. 


The Comforts of Home. 
*— Nov 29-Dec 24—< 
1096 off all retail items. 


$ Bring The Melting Pot 


Melting Pot. experience home today with 
—2 3 this special offer. 


a fondue restaurant 


RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED · MELTINGPOT.COM 
MINNEAPOLIS - (612) 338-9900 


e for details or restrictions. 


*Some restrictions apply. See s 


DOWNTOWNER 


-WOODFIRE GRILL- 


з 9 TM 
simpLy Beyond the ordinary. 
Кк 
Kathy Jenkins - Saint Paul Pioneer Press 
PRIVATE DINING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND CORPORATE MEETINGS 
253 WEST SEVENTH STREET, ST. PAUL 
r Reservations call 651-228-9500 
or visit www.opentable.com 
www.downtownerwoodfire.com 
Free parking. 
Close to the Xcel Energy Center & the Ordway. 
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COOK LIKE A BAND 
MAKINGTTS FIRST ALBUM 


The menu included some sandwiches; a pastrami for $9.00 
sounded good, but they also had an incredibly affordable tasting 
menu that I couldn’t resist as I saw trays of charcuterie carried 
past me like bobbing displays of meat jewels. Sandwiches and 
a tasting menu? I was dubious until it arrived. What was hap- 
pening inside my mouth was nothing quaint or adorable. There 
were textures, aromas, flavors that I felt like someone slipped me 
some hallucinogenics. Was I actually tasting a smell? Did that 
flavor have a color? Am I seriously in Robbinsdale? 

It’s something to look back at the history of Travail and re- 
alize that they opened just a couple of years ago. In that time, 
the main men of Travail have become fixtures in the local dining 
scene and darlings on a national level. Andrew Knowlton of Bon 
Appetit Magazine named Travail Kitchen and Amusements one 
of the Best New Restaurants enthusing that they boasted, “Chefs 
who cook like a band making its first album, i.e., without limits.” 

At this moment, they’re a band that has gone back into the 
studio to contemplate that all-important sophomore outing. And, 
like a band (and because they clearly can’t sit still), Bob Gerken, 
James Winberg, Kale Thome, and Mike Brown have also created 
two entirely new restaurants in the meanwhile that have been 
popping up around town, Pig Ate My Pizza and Umami. Now, 
they’re set to reveal their new baby, Travail and The Rookery, a 
collaboration of artists that transcends the food world. 

They decided to briefly shutter the original location, a cozy 
spot in downtown Robbinsdale. After rearranging furniture into 
long, communal tables and nailing some reclaimed wood here 
and there, it was reopened as Pig Ate My Pizza. Inside, there are 
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| Otogawa-Anschel Design-Build PROJECT: 


TRAVAIL RESTAURANT 


4124 W BROADWAY, ROBBINSDALE, MN 55422 


RECORD 


Plans and renderings of what Travail and The Rookery will be, united in the middle by the Otagawa--Anschel wiggly bar. 


OTOGAWA-ANSCHEL HAS A LOT IN COMMON 
WITH THE WAY TRAVAIL OPERATES 


decadent dishes like house-made tater tots of fluffy potato and bacon 
called Hog Tots and a pizza with an herby brioche crust topped with 
unctuous pork delights known as the Piggy Pie. Additionally, there 
are the usual theatrics including a smoked pizza served under glass 
that is presented with a flourish as it’s uncovered and the woody per- 
fume is released to beckon the nasal cavity and tongue. 

They then moved to a new part of town, North Minneapolis. Off 
Broadway Avenue, in an old fried chicken spot, they opened the new 
Umami, now operating as Umami Dim Sum. The pop-up's space is 
filled with a guerrilla art theme with cherry branches painted on 
the walls and room for an enormous liquid nitrogen container (be- 
cause flash-freezing is never far away in the midst of a Travailian 
meal). Wood flooring was transformed into long, communal table 
tops. Mason jars work as glassware. 

In these two endeavors, it is clear that their style of taking expecta- 
tion and turning them on their ears isn’t limited only to what is on the 
plate (or in their case, the occasional serving plank). The chef/own- 
ers aren't concerned with just changing perceptions. They clearly 
care about green construction, making the most out of natural ele- 
ments and affecting the way diners experience their dinners through 
design (these are the guys that created both a meat umbrella and a 
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foie gras tree). But, they were also ready to do a little growing up. 

Their urban foraging for furniture and aesthetic pieces has worked 
incredibly well for both Pig Ate My Pizza and Umami. And, they clearly 
possess great ingenuity. Take those elements and add them to their 
sophomore status and the come to the conclusion that the next evo- 
lution of Travail Kitchen and Amusements (with their cocktail and 
small plates space, The Rookery) would require a touch of refinement. 
The next step would involve entirely new construction. For once, they 
wouldn’t be able to do everything themselves. So, they found a partner 
for the new project in Otogawa-Anschel Design + Build. 

Known for their eco-friendly building, Otogawa-Anschel has a lot in 
common with the way Travail operates. They’re relatively small group, 
locally focused, operate as a collective, and are inspired by finding new 
answers to staid building perceptions. Things like ‘every new kitchen 
needs an island’ are reconsidered by Michael Anschel: “It gets in the 
way! We want to develop a functional space because where does every- 
one gather in a home? It’s always in a kitchen.” Although, designing a 
commercial space is entirely different from a residential project, there 
were still some ideas that Otogawa-Anschel had used before that could 
work on this entirely grand, new level. Others? Well, they’d just have 
to create something unlike anything the world had ever experienced 
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before. See? Not so dissimilar to Travail. 

The new location is just a couple of storefronts down the street 
from the original Travail-turned-Pig Ate My Pizza. They demolished 
two buildings, but the new restaurant space will all be housed within 
four walls. (It’s next to Walgreen’s, which wouldn't be of note, ex- 
cept that this is how everyone in Robbinsdale describes it: two shops 
down, on Main Street, next to Walgreen's.) As to the way the build- 
ing will fit in with the rest of Robbinsdale, the front will feature a red 
brick similar to many of the other buildings of the area, both historic 
and new. They also partnered with the city to come up with creative 
solutions for parking (the location will have 12 parking spaces... 
here's hoping they're going to offer some valet options). 

The walls are made of a super-insulated, high-efficiency material 
that looks like an ice cream sandwich. Two pieces of plywood are 
filled completely with an expanded polystyrene core material (not 
unlike a solid block of the stuff inside a bean bag chair) and, together, 
are called Structural Insulated Panels. Using these materials as walls 
will mean that heating and cooling costs will be significantly less for 
the restaurant. There is also an added benefit that the walls will help 
absorb not only air, but sound. One of the biggest challenges for a 
restaurant is walking the tightrope between boisterous-party-level 
and din-level noise. No one likes shouting across a table. This will 
allow both the fun times to roll around inside The Rookery, but won't 
detract from the multi-course meal experience at the revived Travail. 

These "green" blocks are made locally in Cottonwood, Minnesota. 
Because they're cut specifically for this project and reduce the need 
much additional traditional structural wood framing, the amount of 
waste created from the construction project is considerably less. So 
far, as the walls have gone up and the ceiling put in place, they have 
yet to fill even one dumpster with construction waste. Not only is the 
material incredibly strong, they will never have to worry about find- 
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ing a stud to hang a picture. This will like- 
ly prove well for the restaurant as they 
don't tend to do things that stay the same 
for very long. It's a constant evolution for 
these creative minds and this building 
will allow them to continue to grow. 

I asked Anschel when he first became 
aware of Travail. “I’m a food guy. If you 
follow me on Twitter, you'll see half my 
Tweets are all about food. We're known 
for doing interesting, fun work with an 
edge and a focus on sustainability. It was 
a natural Бі. Гуе known about these guys 
since they worked back at Victory 44 
(the Minneapolis restaurant where the 


founding chefs first worked together)." 

It also happens to be one of the few 
commercial, new construction projects 
that Otogawa-Anschel has worked on, 
being a primarily residential firm. “It’s re- 
ally just a big house," Anschel joked. And 
how people experience a residential space 
is something that brought an important 
knowledge base to this restaurant project; 
how to make a restaurant work for not 
only the chefs but also the guests. 

Guests will enter the Travail Kitchen 
and Amusements/The Rookery space 
and encounter different zones intended 
for different uses, being that there are ac- 
tually two different restaurants in the one 
building. The chefs will be working from 
two separate kitchens, although the rooms 
adjoin. This works well for guests as they 
experience an evening with these innova- 
tive chefs. If you aren't already aware of 
this, Travail has never taken reservations 
and they aren't about to start now. (There's 
a theory that part of the reason their Kick- 
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Stone for the surfaces of Travail and The Rookery as supplied by Amsum & Ash. Photos courtesy of Amsum & Ash 


THE ROOKERY WILL SERVE THOSE DAZZLING 
COCKTAILS AS WELL AS A SMALLER A LA CARTE MENU 


starter campaign was so wildly successful-raising over $250,000-was 
that one benefit for backers giving $250 or more was linejumping.) For 
the rest of us, part of the experience of a Travail dinner is hanging out 
at the bar, soaking in that rock ‘n’ roll lifestyle while we wait (sometimes 
over an hour) for an opportunity to dine with them. 

Inside the new space, guests can congregate around the wiggly bar. 
'The design concept is something that Otogawa-Anschel has used be- 
fore. They pointed out that at any bar, the conversation is often stilted. 
While it's the best place to watch the cocktail shakers do their work, 
you're left sitting as if riding the bus, next to a person you barely look 
at. In Minnesota terms, perhaps that's fine for all strangers, but if 
you're on a date, it kind of blows. If you're meeting acquaintances, it 
takes on an awkward confessional feel. (I will tell you my thoughts, but 
we must never make eye contact or I will be forced to make my Dra- 
matic Telenovela face.) The wiggly bar allows divots and turns, space 
where people can get closer to the bar and creates a natural turn in the 
body language. Not only can you see the cocktails being created, but 
you can also drink in the company you chose to keep. Anschel pointed 
out that you can also get more seats at a bar using the wiggly approach; 
one they have already become known for in their kitchen designs. 

The seats at the bar inside The Rookery will no doubt be ground 
zero for a whole new floor show that many have not experienced be- 
fore. The original incarnation of the restaurant only had a beer and 
wine license and didn't mix drinks. The full-liquor bar here will come 
with the same dazzling pyrotechnics we've come to expect from these 
guys. James Winberg and Bob Gerken recently competed in Minne- 
apolis’ Iron Bartender competition, sponsored by the North Star Bar- 
tenders Guild. This is a showcase for the best in local mixology. Top 
honors are hard won and against well-known craft cocktail makers 
like Parlour, Eat Street Social, and La Belle Vie, and these chefs from 
Travail made it all the way until the semi-finals. (They were beaten 
by the Marvel Bar team, who would go on to win the competition.) 

The cocktails they made defied expectation, utilizing liquid nitro- 
gen, incorporating “urban foraging" from the cedar trees outside the 
venue, and, above all else, tasted incredible. They carbonated sodas 
in a homemade rigged-up fashion, moments before serving them. 
Something as simple as warm booze accented with a vanilla bean be- 
came a transformative beverage adventure full of all the comforts of 
a mother's hug. There is no convention that can contain these guys. 

In the Travail space, every meal will be a 10-course tasting menu 
affair. Guests will come (possibly wait in line) and enjoy the dishes 
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pouring forth from the kitchen that particular evening. The thought 
and intention of the room design are all geared so that the chefs can 
interact with their people. Tables will be available in both communal 
and two-top sizes. While all of their other restaurants have taken on en- 
tirely communal seating, this room will also allow for intimate dates for 
like-minded foodies. There will also be a chefs' table in the kitchen that 
will seat parties of 4-6 who really want a front-row view of all the action. 

The Rookery will serve those dazzling cocktails as well as a small- 
er а Ја carte menu, where eaters and pick and choose their Travailian 
tastes. It will be even more affordable than the restaurant (which will 
have a set cost, but still likely less than some other fine-dining tasting 
menus in town). 

The building will have plenty of windows, encouraging a lot of 
beautiful, natural light-something Instragram-ers will appreciate for 
capturing every beautiful food picture possible. The “hot tub" seat 
will also be making a return and there will be clear garage doors that 
roll open for outdoor access. 

The interior will have industrial notes mixed with reclaimed wood, 
doors and open ceilings where you'll be able to see all the trusses 
and duct work. Also, there will be stuffed animals. Oh yes, known for 
their extensive collection, those snugglies will be transformed into 
what's known in the business as a “soundcloud.” Expect to see them 
packed together, floating through the ceiling and absorbing a bit of 
the extra noise. The floors will be hand-scraped hickory from Mano- 
min Resawn Timbers and a few of the accent walls will be graced with 
a special rock veneer from Amsum & Ash that is curved, creating this 
organic-appearing form from a surface not known for its flexibility. 

Bendy rocks, wiggly bars, food pyrotechnics, clouds of stuffed 
animals, revelatory cocktails, and a merry band of chef servers turn- 
ing the food world on its ear: it's a lot to take in at once. Plus, did we 
mention it's in downtown Robbinsdale? Up is down, left is under, and 
who knows what else we'll discover in this new destination hot spot? 
We'll find out when they open, which is slated to happen before the 
clock strikes 2014. П 
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The leaves have begun to fall, there is morning frost om your windshield, 
and the days are getting shorter. Forget about setting a reminder in your smart 
phone, nature is always on cue to remind us yearly-that-with the change of sea- 
son comes the most wonderful time of year; the holidays. Twinkling lights begin 
to line neighborhoods and city streets, cars drive around with trees strapped to | 

their hood, stores fill their aisles with holiday table cloths, centerpieces, отпа 
ments, silverware, candles and knick knacks, all to get us in the mood to cel- 
ebrate this time of year with friends, coworkers and families. We can just feel the 
excitement building! This is the time of year when many of us oben our homes 
to friends and family and in many ways design can help facilitate in crea 
pleasant experience for both the owner and their guests. 
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A well-designed home is tailored to the needs of the user, 
whether it be a kitchen built for two cooks or an artist studio 
filled with natural light. When opening your home to others it 
is important to make it feel accessible and inviting. When we be- 
gin to design a home, the very first thing we do is sit down with 
the client and listen to their needs, desires, and wants. Do they 
have children and what age are they? Are they planning to have 
children? Do they work from home? Do they cook or is their 
neighborhood pizza joint on speed dial? During this “getting 
to know you phase,” entertaining often comes up. What kind 
of entertaining do you like to do? Do you have couples over 
for a well-prepared, sit-down meal? Cocktail parties for friends 
before hitting the club? Groups over for the big game? Large 
gatherings with dancing and parties that last all night? Or, do 
you host overnight guests? Is your entertaining more formal, 
where everyone is seated at the table, or more casual, where 
people tend to huddle around the kitchen island? These are the 
questions that create an understanding of how the home is used 
day to day and at special occasions. This process can be a bit 
personal but the more a client shares with us the better and will 
lead to a home that is well-designed to fit their lifestyle. 

Each move we make in designing a home-whether it be the 
size and kind of a space, the placement of a window, or a mate- 
rial choice-we make with specific intent and awareness of how 
someone lives their life, what they value, and, more specifically, 
how they want their home to function. We are trained to know 
that even the simplest moves can improve a person’s wellbe- 
ing - well placed windows can enhance moods and increase pro- 
ductivity, wellbeing of children can be ensured by views to play 
areas, and overall safety of the neighborhood can be heightened 
with views to the street. We can design to allow people to re- 
cycle more easily, create spaces for working at home, and make 
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Opening up the kitchen as hub of both home and entertaining activities means more involvement and less isolation. Photo courtesy of Shelter 


day to day maintenance of our homes simpler. 

Everyone is different and a designer cannot make assumptions 
about someones needs based on a stereotype. For example, if we look 
into what it means to design a home there could be a lot of presump- 
tions made based upon gender. If we're looking at a lesbian couple 
we could assume that there might be different needs if two women 
are sharing a master bathroom. Perhaps both like to wear make-up 
and spend time styling their hair before getting ready for work in the 
morning. A vanity designed with adequate number of drawers to store 
small items might be more beneficial then an open vanity with doors. 
Two sinks with enough counter space, as oppose to one, would also 
give each woman their own area when getting ready at the same time. 
On the other hand, they both might just jump out of the shower, throw 
some gel in their hair and not look twice in the mirror before heading 
out so maybe they wouldn't care to add the extra costs of a second sink 
and faucet or additional drawers. Again, this is why the knowledge of 
how one uses the space, the family's daily routines, and their personal 
values is so important in the beginning stages of the design process. 

With the holiday's approaching faster than one can save their pen- 
nies for presents, let's delve more specifically into how design can 
positively affect social interaction. For some of us, we have already re- 
trieved our decorations from storage and have sent out the invites to 
our holiday parties. We look forward to this time of year when we can 
entertain and have our homes filled with laughter and joy. The design 
of the kitchen and social living areas can be a huge factor in fostering 
interaction during these times. In the Twin Cities, many of our homes 
were built at a time when each function happened in a specific room, 
but the way we live today we desire open floor plans where many ac- 
tivities happen within a space. The kitchen has become the heart and 
center of the home. It is a place where we cook, drink coffee, read 
the paper, help children with homework, and host glamorous holiday 
parties. By selectively tearing down walls and opening up the kitchen 
into the main living areas it allows the host to no longer be isolated in 
a kitchen but part of the action while prepping and preparing food. As 
formal dining rooms are beginning to disappear a larger kitchen island 
is becoming desired for a landing place for people standing around at 
parties and a place to sit and eat in a more casual dining experience. 

Social living areas are also a key component during the holidays 
when we are hosting parties. Creating a variety of places for people 


48 | LAVENDER | NOVEMBER 14-27, 2013 


to gather, sit, and talk is important in making guests feel comfortable 
in your home. An open kitchen, as stated before, is a great place 
for people to mingle in larger groups around the island. Along with 
the main kitchen entertaining area having separate break off spaces, 
whether it be a living room filled with comfy seating, a kitchen table 
enclosed in an alcove, or window bench fit for two, will give your 
guests options for interacting or simply observing others based on 
their comfort level. 

For some of us the holidays can be a bit stressful. Hosting out-of- 
town family members for a week or more can be daunting for both 
the guest and the host. For the most part we are used to having our 
own personal spaces to ourselves. A well-designed space addresses 
the fact that house guests and hosts alike can feel as though there 
is an occasional lack of privacy. If out-of-town guests are an annual 
occurrence, investing in a separate guest suite might be ideal in the 
design of a home. This can include a bedroom with an adjoining, or 
nearby, bathroom located away from the family bedrooms and baths. 
It could also include a separate living room for guest to escape and 
relax while you go about your daily activities. For same-sex couples 
this issue of privacy could come up more often. Family members or 
friends may be completely accepting of our lifestyles but may have a 
harder time being actually submerged in it daily. Giving yourself and 
your guests privacy might be the answer to making everyone feel 
comfortable during an extended visit. 

Here is the best thing of all. When I sat down to consider the ques- 
tions: “Do same-sex couples have different design needs? Are there 
concepts that need to be explored when hosting people for parties or 
family stays that are specific to same-sex couples?" I knew I needed 
to reflect more than my own experiences. So I posed the questions to 
some of our friends. One of them, a man in is 50s, hit the nail on the 
head: "The great thing about having greater acceptance and open- 
ness is that there are less and less differences/issues." 

And maybe this is part of the point. People are people - the tides 
have changed and the differences are less important than the simi- 
larities. O 


Lisa Antenucci is an award winning dynamo at Shelter; an innovative, creative, yet ac- 
cessible design studio specializing in the architecture and interior design of sustainable 
homes and unique commercial spaces. See her work at shelterarchitecture.com. 
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RESTORETHISFLOOR 


QUICK ESTIMATES AND PROMPT SERVICE 
COVERING THE TWIN CITIES METRO AREA 


e Floor Sanding e Hardwood Restoration 
e Floor Refinishing • Installation and Repair 


612-208-9292 


www.restorethisfloor.com 
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body piercing 


612.35U.7220 UO5 Central • Minneapolis 
almostfamouspiercing.com Also located in Mall of America 


TER 612-822-4769 
5353 NICOLLET AVE SO, MPLS 


tangletowngardens.com 


architecture landscape interiors 


612.870.4081 


shelterarchitecture.com 
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HOLIDAY MARKE I PLACE 


by Shane Lueck 


THANKSGIVING 


1. Indian Corn Vintage Pillow 
This one-of-a-kind pillow is 
entirely handcrafted by our 
friend, Ross Sveback. Sewn 
with an invisible zipper and 

stuffed with a removable down/ 

feather insert for easy cleaning, 
the pillow is sure to add vintage 
charm to your space. 

Ross Sveback 

$150 

www.rosssveback.com 


2. Wheat Bundle 

Accent your décor with the 
seasonal charm of the wheat 
bundle stacked bouquet. Perfect 
for a variety of settings, the 
bundle is made with real wheat 
stalks tied with twine and features 
a rich natural color. 

Hayneedle 

$31 

www.hayneedle.com 


3. Pilgrim Tabletop Decor 
These two statuettes, a man and 
woman each embellished with 
enlarged, carved sunflowers, 
offer the look of carved wood 
with the durability of resin. The 
man carries a turkey while the 
woman cradles a pumpkin and 
other fall produce. Retell history 
and order two sets to make same- 
sex pilgrim couples, if you want. 
Home Decorators Collection 

$45 

www.homedecorators.com 


4. Twig Cornucopia 

Create a traditional harvest 
centerpiece scene with this 
cornucopia. A rustic accent 
perfect for displaying the 
bounty of the harvest, add faux 
or real vegetables for an easy 
centerpiece done in style. 
World Market 

$9.99 

www.worldmarket.com 
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HANUKKAH 


5. Шите Menorah 

Brighten the season and 

keep faith alive with tradition 
while making a festive and 
contemporary statement. This 
menorah will bring joy year 
after year. 

Nambé 

$175 

www.nambe.com 


6. Heart to Heart Dreidel 
The Heart Collection takes its 
inspiration from the imagery 

that floats around classic 
storytelling. Drawing from 
Aram's background as a 
sculptor, each piece emerges 
from hand-sculpted clay and 
cast in nickelplate, offering 

a child-like quality with an 

inherent depth of meaning. 
Michael Aram 

$59 
www.michaelaram.com 


7. Star of David Branch 
Serving Platter 

Modeled on the Star of David 
done іп a branch motif, this 
platter adds a meaningful focus 
to the holiday table. 

Pottery Barn 

$49.50 

www.potterybarn.com 


8. "Eat Latkes" Box Sign 
Succumb to the "Keep Calm" 
trend with this humorous 
message displayed on a 
charming box sign sure to add 
character to your home. 
Nordstrom 

$16 

www.nordstrom.com 


Creating VALUE 


Building and Remodeling unique Twin Cities homes since 1977 


| | 
| | 


| 
3 


| 


І 


D> fi Baers 


Discover our unique ability to provide innovation, 


fair pricing and lasting value. 


VU OVICH PROUDLY FEATURING — 
J MARVIN € 
612-338-2020 Windows and Doors 


www.vujovich.com Built around you. 


„ай 


YULE/WINTER 
SOLSTICE 


1. Yule Goddess Print 

Angie Latham lives in the heart 
of England and has a passion 
for Celtic traditions. Yule, the 
Celtic festival of the birth of the 
sun, is celebrated in Latham's 
Goddess print featuring Winter 
Solstice imagery from the 
silver star to the holly, ivy, and 
mistletoe. Available in your 
choice of formats. 

Redbubble 

$2.40-$114.00 
www.redbubble.com 


2. Wheel of the Year Plaque 
This beautifully detailed plaque 
by Maxine Miller depicts 

the cycles of nature in plant 
forms arrayed around spokes 
denoting the festivals. Wood- 
finish resin plaque has eight 
hooks in the back, so you can 
turn it as the year turns. 
GaelSong 

$65 

www.gaelsong.com 


3. Winter Solstice Door 
Wreath 

A perfect wreath for the 
entire season, hang it up 
Thanksgiving and leave up all 
winter long. This faux beauty 
is made with artificial greens 
and red berries on a grapevine 
base. 

Wreaths For Door & More 
$74.99 
www.wreathsfordoor.com 


4. Three-tiered Yule Log 

This three-tiered birch Yule log 
cradle with birch logs and prelit 
evergreen boughs are right at 
home in the fireplace or in a 
place of honor for the holiday. 
Etsy 

$150 

www.etsy.com/shop/ 
NECenterpieces 
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HOLIDAY MARKETPLACE 


by Shane Lueck 


CHRISTMAS 


5. Rainbow Tree Topper 

Add a little pride to the holiday 
season with a dash of rainbow 
on the tree. World-renowned 
ornament designer, Larry 
Fraga, creates masterpieces 
with his mouth-blown, hand- 
painted designs. 

Larry Fraga Designs 

$65 

www.larryfraga.com 


6. Believe Sign 

Celebrate an amazing year 
for GLBT rights with Macy's 
iconic red “Believe” sign. The 
festivity never ends as this 
sign coated in sparkling glitter 
brings endless holiday cheer to 
your home. 

Macy's 

$34.99 

www.macys.com 


7. Tree Advent Calendar 

A decorative new take on the 
Advent calendar allows you 
to countdown the days as 
you wish. Stocking stuffers, 
candies, or a new ornament 
each day make the countdown 
to Christmas even more fun. 
Pottery Barn 

$179 

www.potterybarn.com 


8. December Diamonds 
Ornaments 

Whatever your cup of tea, 
December Diamonds has an 
ornament for you. From sailors 
to firemen and from UPS 
delivery men to lumberjacks, 
there is a merman for 
everyone. Even a Pride Angel 
and mermaid divas for the 
ladies in the room. 

Diamonds of the Sea 

$29.99 
www.diamondsofthesea.com 


L 


QUALITY CUSTOM FRAMING 


Allow FrameWorthy to assist you 
with the framing of your cherished 
wedding photos and memorabilia. 


ENHANCED SHAKE PATTERN 


| FArrowLine 
P METAL-ROOFING 


Metal Roofing & Siding of Minnesota Call us today to schedule your | 


A Division of Quarve Contracting, Inc. ; ; ; 
/ ree 17 point roof inspection. 
Installing Long-Life Products for Your Home fi Р у впр 


WWW.quarve.com е quarve@quarve.com 7 6 3 = 7 8 5 і 1 ER 7 2 
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HOLIDAY MARKE I PLACE 


by Shane Lueck 


KWANZAA 


1. Arc Celebration Set 
Handmade in Ghana, enjoy 
this beautiful set to celebrate 
Kwanzaa in style. The set 
includes an arc сапаїе holder, 
seven tapered 12" candles, 
bamboo mat, unity cup, and an 
information sheet on how to 
celebrate Kwanzaa. 

African Heritage Collection 
$69.99 
www.africanheritagecollection. 
com 


2. Sister Dance Wall Hanging 
Celebrate African heritage 

with this wall hanging done 

in vivid West African colors. 

As a celebration of life and 
sisterhood, this hanging uses a 
centuries-old dyeing technique 
called Batik painting. 

Ten Thousand Villages 

$59 
www.tenthousandvillages.com 


3. Five-Color Basket 
Handmade in Ghana, this 
basket incorporates the colors 
of the holiday while cherishing 
African craftsmanship. This 
colorful, double-twisted 
elephant grass basket brings a 
natural element to the holiday 
decor. 

SERRV 

$45 

WWW.Serrv.org 


4. Celebrating Kwanzaa Print 
With your choice of size, frame, 
and style of print, it's easy to 
find the art perfect for your 
family's celebration. This high- 
quality reproduction represents 
the best of both worlds: quality 
and affordability. 

Art.com 

$24.99-$249.99 

www.art.com 
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The Style you want, the Luxury you dream of, 
and the Workmanship you deserve. 


ODERLIN 


= SINCE 1914 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


serving the entire 
Twin Cities Area 


Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


* Woman Owned 

* Design Build 

* Will work with your Architect 
* 36 years experience 


3612 Cedar Avenue South 
Minneapolis MN 55407 


(763) 355-8104 

slwilliams04@yahoo.com Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
www.slwbuilders.com LICENSE #M1764#M359 
Lic# BC642026 


VICTORY! LOVE IS LOVE IN MINNESOTA! 


x^ 270 Donated to ihe Human Rights Campaign 


JUST MENON Me ТООП promo Cone ani Wwe 
Will-ionate 276 OF The total spent with Snap: 
Promo Gore: LOVE is Love 


Also enjoy our current promotions 
1 Years Zero Percent Financing 


077 2076 Off ОП а projects. $5 
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It's that easy 
WE SPECIALIZE IN 22 m. mm 


www.snapconstruction.com + : 612-333-SNAP (7627 
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HourCar's plug-in Toyota Prius and Toyota Yaris at Mississippi Market, St. Paul. Photo by Randy Stern 


A GROWING ALTERNATIVE: CAR SHARING IN THE TWIN CITIES 


Not everyone owns a car in the Twin Cities. 

What options are available for non-car own- 
ers in this area? Metro Transit and the Metro- 
politan Council would be he first answer to this 
question, operating over a 100 routes by bus, 
light rail and commuter rail through several 
agencies across the region. The system may 
work for most, but not all. There are gaps in 
service in places and often lack the flexibility of 
some riders living across the Twin Cities. 

If public transportation is the alternative, 
what is their alternative? What if we actually 
need a car at ready access to do errands that 
public transit would prevent us to do? 

We are lucky to have several solutions 
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available to us here in the Twin Cities. Car 
Sharing just happen to be one of them. Since 
2005, Twin Cities residents were able to join 
programs that gave us the opportunities for 
a temporary car share without having to go 
through a rental car agency to keep a vehicle 
longer than needed. Yet, what we found is a 
split in need between simple errands to full 
trips out of town within the state or beyond. 

However, car sharing is growing. Once 
there was one provider for this service, it 
has spawned competition. 

HourCar’s plug-in Toyota Prius and Toyo- 
ta Yaris at Mississippi Market, St. Paul 

HourCar is the first to establish car shar- 


ing in the area. The program is as an arm 
ofthe Neighborhood Energy Connection - a 
non-profit organization aimed at providing 
energy conserving programs to the Twin 
Cities. Car Sharing fits in this program, as it 
serves to use efficient vehicles for HourCar's 
energy conscious members. Since starting 
the service in 2005, HourCar has grown to 
2000 members with 57 vehicles located at 
53 hubs across both Minneapolis and St. 
Paul. The primary vehicle in HourCar's fleet 
remains the Toyota Prius, however they do 
offer various other hybrids - including plug- 
in models - and small cars, a MINI Cooper 
Clubman, a few mid-sized pickup, trucks, a 


4388 france ave so 
edina, mn 55410 
cwsmithinc.com 
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EXPERIENCED 
© ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
| EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as an 
Advertising Account 
Executive for 
Lavender Media. 


Great Commission! 
E Fun working environment! 


LAVENDER 


Send your cover letter 
and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 


NT | 
Our Reputation’s 


children’s 
theatre 


Children’s Theatre Company presents 
Cinderella 
LAVENDER's Nights at the Theater e Thursday, November 21 e 7:00 PM Curtain 


Children's Theatre Company e 2400 3rd Ave. S, Minneapolis 
Tickets: (612) 874-0400. Use promo code “LAVENDER” for a 15% discount 
www.childrenstheatre.org 
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RIDE REVIEW 


Mazda5 compact minivan and a Honda Ele- 
ment crossover. 

While HourCar is growing, Zipcar also 
made its move from its local base at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota - Twin Cities campus. 
Recently acquired by the Avis-Budget Group, 
Zipcar began as a tie-in with the University of 
Minnesota to expand into key neighborhoods 
across Minneapolis. Zipcars fleet includes 
compact crossovers, various hatchbacks and 
hybrids, an Audi and a Mercedes-Benz. 

Enterprise Rent-A-Car - formerly known 
as WeCar - also recently joined in the car 
sharing fray with hub locations in select 
parts of Minneapolis, using a mix of the 
vehicles selected from their parent fleet — 
mainly Fords and a few other vehicles. They 
also serve four college campuses in outstate 
locations, such as Carleton College, St. Olaf 
College, St John's University and the Col- 
lege of St. Benedict. 

Now there is a third car sharing service 
in town. Car2Go is a program run by a unit 
of Daimler AG. Using only smart forTwos, 
Car2Go operates by using a mobile app to 
point subscribers to nearby vehicles. There 
are no specific hubs for these smarts - rather 
using unrestricted or extended time legal on- 
street parking location across Minneapolis. A 
subscribers needs to do is to locate one on the 
mobile app, reserve it and do the trip. Instead 
of changing by the hour, as HourCar and Zip- 
car do, Car2Go charges by the minute. The 
Car2Go fleet is growing with a goal of putting 
300 vehicles on the streets of Minneapolis 
with possible expansion into Saint Paul. 

Though you might not see them on the 
street or at certain “hubs,” Hertz also offers 
car sharing through their 24/7 program. A 
few Hertz rental locations offer cars to share, 
but their main push have been through their 
partnership with Lowe's home improvement 
centers through the use of vans and trucks 
to haul stuff home from shopping there. 
Hertz 24/7 is charged based on time, with 
distance limitations, then the final charges 


are calculated on a trip basis. 

With more choices than ever, which one 
should you subscribe to? It would depend on 
whether you live in an area that you have ac- 
cess to these vehicles. HourCar and Zipcar 
operate hubs, which are located offstreet at 
parking lots, whereas Car2Go vehicles could 
be found anywhere within the Minneapolis 
city limits. For residents in ior around the 
University of Minnesota, downtown Minne- 
apolis, Uptown and around Loring Park/Ste- 
vens Square, you will find plenty ready access 
to vehicles to utilize. Key areas of Saint Paul 
are covered by HourCar, stretching from the 
University of St. Thomas to Lowertown. 

North Minneapolis had to make do with 
two HourCar hubs in Bryn Mawr and in 
the North Loop. The advantage of Car2Go 
is the flexibility of vehicles to be parked for 
access anywhere within the city limits. With 
the assistance of their app, you could find a 
Car2Go vehicle as far north of Victory Me- 
morial Parkway and 44th Avenue North or in 
the deeper parts of Northeast Minneapolis 
past the Quarry Shopping Center. 

As far as any trip restrictions, both Hour- 
Car and ZipCar can allow vehicles to be re- 
served on a daily rate with mileage cap of 150 
miles. Meanwhile, Enterprise raises the ante 
to 200 miles per rental. With all three ser- 
vices, you are charged a per-mile extra over 
the given allotment. Car2Go also utilizes a 
150-mile cap, but with other car sharing pro- 
grams, they too charge an extra cost per mile 
—averaging 38 cents on a per mile basis. How- 
ever, all of these car sharing services include 
fuel and full insurance coverage in their cost. 

In terms of vehicle security, a card or a 
fob is required to access one of the HourCar, 
Zipcar, Enterprise or Car2Go vehicles. Hertz 
24/7 truck and van rentals utilize a kiosk at 
Lowe's stores and operate the same with a 
card to swipe for access. Regardless, with 
card readers and other security measures on 
board, it is tough for others to gain unlawful 
access to these vehicles. 


Otherwise, car sharing is seen to be 
more convenient than going to a rental car 
location. After making your reservation, you 
simply go to the vehicle - either at a hub or 
parked on the street — swipe, examine the 
vehicle, go through pre-start checks and go. 
With mobile app technology, one could re- 
serve the vehicle while standing next to it. 

Would you use a car sharing service to do 
a trip to Duluth or other locations requiring 
a significant distance to drive? Before you 
commit to doing so, do the math between po- 
tential car sharing charges for hours or days 
to be used, along with any mileage charges 
over the set daily limit. You may want to com- 
pare that to potential charges using a tradi- 
tional rental car agency, including gas and 
additional charges and taxes. 

To get started, always check their web- 
sites for qualifications. There are certain age 
and driving record restrictions to be consid- 
ered for membership in HourCar, Zipcar, 
Car2Go and Enterprise Car Share. They all 
do checks on your driving record to make 
sure you fit these qualifications. There is also 
the matter of a single fee - whether it is called 
membership or application fee. You only have 
to pay this once before being a member. 
HourCar still takes the time to invite you to 
an orientation to make sure you are familiar 
with their service, while Zipcar and Car2Go 
offer online tutorials showing you what to do 
when reserving and using their vehicles. 

In the Twin Cities, we love choices. We 
also love to play our part in being sustainable 
and conscious about our environment and 
community. With as many car share vehicles 
available across the heart of The Cities, we 
now have a broader choice for an alternative 
to traditional of car ownership. L1 


car2go's smart for Two Pure at the Stone Arch Bridge, Minneapolis; other perks to car sharing. Photos by Randy Stern 
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651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 


HA GENS 202542 1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates GUN SHOPS PLUMBERS 


All Insurance Accepted rx 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 


QUU, 


+ Fully stocked firearms dealer 
«Indoor shooting facilities 
«Training courses 


952-913-1010 


www.peaceofmindplumbers.com 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls 


4080 W. Broadway Ave. N. 


(612) 872-6671 Robbinsdale • 763-533-9594 

3621 88th Ave. NE 

Circle Pines - 763-792-4867 

billsgs.com 
BARBERS 
on RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
rva nt MAINTENANCE • REPAIR 
| : "cm CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING + PLASTERING 
A New Fashioned Barbershop _-CONSTRUGTION- | : = BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS + PATIOS 
2920 Bryant Ave S #105 + Minneapolis | ge = FREE ESTIMATES 
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SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 


TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 
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Appointments 
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Brian: 612.309.8743 / 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


INSURANCE 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


612-205-5618 


e carpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


gf 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
INSURANCE | 


07497 9/12 e 


4, Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
MATT'S TREE SERVICE 6262 Boone Ave. N. 
CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
EE www.davinabaldwin.com 
Residential & Commercial Services davina@davinabaldwin.com 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 
Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
FITN ESS Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 


Credit Cards accepted Steve Wolfson 
Office: 612-706-8210 ке 612-822-1190 
Cell: 612-998-3157 ої 1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
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FARMERS 
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MASSAGE THERAPY 


REAL ESTATE 


Deep Tissue Sports Massage 
by tan athletic male. 


Flexible hours. = 
Text: (612) 747-2401. =: 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


LARPENTEUR di A 
ANIMAL HOSPITAL ^ ‘a’ 


" 


"Because Our Pets are Family 


Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care 
Free First Exam 


Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie Dahlke, 
Dr. Christy Hut tchins зе 


1136 Larpenteur Аме. W. =~ + 
651-487-3712 * etum 


Knowledge * Honesty * Integrity 
Deb Casper, CRS «wx 


651-407-7864 У 
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Free Consultation « RE/MAX Specialists 
www.DebCasper.com 
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Minneapolis’ Top Gay о. 
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GàyhealEstate Ze E 
Find Your Perfect Agent Online: 


www.GayRealEstate.com 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Kate Heffelfinger, MA, P.A. 


Licensed Psychologist 
Individual & Couples Therapy 


612.922.9100 
kate_heffelfinger@msn.com 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist e 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


= 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Аме. W., Suite 100 
www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


REAL ESTATE 


Start a New Holiday Tradition. 


Homeownership. 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 
Your OUT of the Ordinary 


Real Estate Specialist 5/ 
MAVRIK 
Es 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


612.270.5722 
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The Videographer 
COMPLETE Professional! DISCREET 


20+ Years Experience 
RSVP 


763.561.2648 
www.videobyrsvp.com 
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fb.com/PartyBusMN 
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- Spa Accommodations 
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Weddings, Reunions, Getawa 
Corporate Outings! 


justformespa.com 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | tien Krug 


I walked past the window display and 
something grabbed, making me stop. 

There it was: a poster-size page of the 
Minneapolis Star-Journal for August 14, 
1945, on an easel, with the headline, “Tru- 
man Announces Jap Surrender." 

“Jap.” It hit me like baseball bat. 

Disclosure: I have two daughters who are 
Korean adoptees. Second disclosure: I really 
like Asian people. Maybe Disclosure 1 and 2 
are related. 

The easel and headline were housed in a 
skyway picture-frame shop in downtown Min- 
neapolis, which I pass every day on my lunch 
hour. Last Christmas, I bought some delight- 
ful picture-word montages from there. 

Who got those montages? 

My Asian-born daughters. 

Appalled by the "Jap" headline, I entered 
the picture-frame shop and approached the 
owner, a man in his early seventies. Here's 
how it went: 

Me: "I'm sorry to say this but do you know 
that ‘Jap’ is a derogatory term? 

Store Owner: “Jap? Great word! My father 
served in the Navy in World War II. Jap! Good 
word!” 

Me: “That’s horrible! I know you may not 
understand this, but Jap’ is very offensive to 
many people.” 

Store Owner: "Jap! It's a great word.” 

Me: “ГЇЇ never buy another thing from your 
store again!" 

As I stormed out, the store owner hound- 
ed, ‘Jap! Jap!" 

I ran to the skyway knowing only one 
thing. 

Racism. 

Imoved to Minneapolis in early 2010 with 
hope, energy, and innocence dreaming to 
make my mark. Not long in, I realized there's 


Lily White 


something wrong here relative to race. 

Statistic: the Minneapolis high school 
graduation rate for African-American 
males is 40 percent, a figure worthy of 
third world nations. 

In many places, this would spark pro- 
tests, write-in campaigns, and calls for resig- 
nations. 

But not in the Twin Cities. 

We tolerate it. 

I co-chair the Hennepin County Bar As- 
sociation Diversity Committee, which has 
given me tremendous insight into the racial 
disparities that plague the Twin Cities. For 
example, out of approximately 8500 lawyers 
in Minneapolis, less than 30 attorneys of col- 
or hold partnership positions. 

'This is in a metropolitan area where mi- 
norities make up 37 percent of the population. 

What is it about this place that fosters in- 
tolerance? 

I wish I knew. Some say it's "Minnesota 
Nice," but I think the racial/ethnic issues 
go deeper. Class, religion, ethnicity, and 
skin color all factor in. We have an incred- 
ibly small black middle class. Often, a person 
of color never sees another person of color 
in business meetings or social gatherings. 

All of this makes it easy for a shopkeeper 
to believe there's nothing wrong with dis- 
playing a racial slur in his store window at 
lunchtime. 

Now for another date that holds meaning 
here. 

On October 6, 2013, I was up before dawn 
to walk with my brother Mark to the start of 
a 15K race. The course took Mark and 15,000 
other people from downtown Minneapolis to 
the statehouse in St. Paul. 

After cheering Mark as his flight start- 
ed, I drove to St. Paul for the finish. I got 


there early, and stood 100 yards from the 
finish line. 

Not far from me, a group of musicians 
wearing red Target Corporation jackets 
played Dixieland tunes. Families held home- 
made signs. The scene was festive; applause 
and the sound of cowbells (also courtesy of 
Target) were abundant. 

As the runners appeared, there was one 
or two, then clumps of four or five, and finally 
waves. The runners were young, old, male, 
and female. 

And almost uniformly lily white. 

The absence of racial diversity was so 
painfully obvious that I counted the non- 
white runners. 

In fifteen minutes, I saw eight non-white 
faces. 

I’m not a demographer, пог do I know 
anything about the runner culture (maybe 
it only attracts white people?). Yet, in a 
metropolitan area where more than one in 
three people is of color, something—some 
unspoken rule or social contract—ac- 
counts for the lack of diversity at such a 
highly public event. 

It's not that the Twin Cities can't em- 
brace diversity—heck, GLBT people hold 
many high profile corporate and govern- 
ment jobs. In barely six months, we beat the 
anti-marriage amendment and then voted in 
gay marriage. 

For some reason, though, race and eth- 
nicity are more difficult. Until we figure out 
why that's the case, I suspect a certain shop- 
keeper with keep hauling out an old newspa- 
per headline on V-J Day. O 


Ellie Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A Mem- 
oir about Love, Honesty and Gender Change. She wel- 
comes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(dgmail.com 


LavenderMagazine.com | 61 


Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 

of addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


L.LF.E. Program (St. Josephs 
Hospital) 

Outpatient treatment, mental health 
services for the LGBT community. 
Suboxone and methadone clients 
welcome. 

45 W. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 326-3645 


www.healtheast.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 

Minnesota Adoption Resource 

Network 

Finding families for Minnesota's 

Waiting Children, providing pre-/ 
ost-adoption services since 1981. 
221 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 501 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 861-7115 


www.mnadopt.org 


Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 
Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
of families. Training and support 
rovided. 
.O. Box 667 
Brainerd, MN 56401 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 
www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the 
health and wellness of LGBTQ 
communities through research, 
education and advocacy. 
3249 Hennepin Ave. S. #45 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.Sto 5 MN.com 
тво .org/ MInnesota 
www.capsprogram.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Minnesota AIDS Project 
SLine 

The AIDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(812) 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
раде/рагк, house home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 

Minneg olis, MN 


12) 625-7472 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 
commerce working to invigorate, 
build & partner for a diverse 
business community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAUS 


Meet Minneapolis 

Convention & Visitor Association. 
Free wedding service available! 
250 Marquette Ave. S., Ste. 1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(888) 676-6757 


www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Saint Paul 

"| Do Saint Paul" is your key to 

designing the weeding of your 
reams. 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(800) 627-6101 


www. visitsaintpaul.com 


EDUCATION 


Watershed High School 

In our community, every student is 
an honored student. Come as you 
are! 

6541 16th Ave. S. 

Richfield, MN 55423 

(612) 871-4363 


www.watershedhs.org 


William Mitchell College of 
Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888).962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENT CENTERS 
American Swedish Institute, 


e 
Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 
small: 
2600 Park Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


The Klub Haus Private Club 
Weddings & Receptions at a 
beautiful venue. All extras at no 
additional cost! Outside catering 
allowed. 

1079 Rice Street 

Saint Paul, MN. 55117 
651.489.4808 

klubhaus.net 


FITNESS 

YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


sive, welcoming environment. 


GROUPS 

Men's Sexual Abuse Peer 
Support Group 

Gay Bi Straight sexually abused 
men meet safely, confidentially with 
acceptance, understanding every 
Monday, 7-9PM. 

4001 38th Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55406 

(612) 483-8085 


www.msaps.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytree 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Visit the library today! 

1619 Dayton Ave., Ste. 105, 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 641-0969. 
www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 
480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 290-1500 

www.mpr.org 

Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MENTAL HEALTH 


People Incorporated Mental 
Health Services 

Proudly serving the GLBT 
community's mental health 
counseling needs at three 
convenient Twin Cities locations. 
2060 Centre Pointe Blvd., Ste. 3 
St. Paul, MN 55120 

(651) 635-0095 


www.peopleincorporated.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. They're located all around 
the state. Learn more at 
www.visitMNhistory.org 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
Welcomes you to Social Science, a 
bi-monthly event for adults only! 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 221-2547 
www.smm.org/socialscience 
Weisman Art Museum 

Art is everywhere. You just need to 
know where to look. Expand your 
vision. Free admission. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 
North America’s flagship theatre 
for young audiences and families, 
offering year-round live theatre for 
ages 2-18. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 
Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3600 


www.thecowlescenter.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Musicals and plays about the 
people and evenfs that make up the 
American experience. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 

Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 
in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2031 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 
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Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo 
Vänskä, the Minnesota Orchestra, 
one of America's leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

62) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
„О. Box 6116 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 


www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse 
ls dance and music artists. 
(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 

performing arts and educational 

programs that enrich diverse 
udiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of 
America-Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, good- 
natured, and make excellent pets. 
info@gpa-mn.org 
www.gpa-mn.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Northern Lights Greyhound 

Adoption 

Fall in love again, with a 
reyhound! Let the matchmaking 
egin! Call today! 

(78. 


3) 754-9754 
www.nlga-mn.org 
POLITICS & RIGHTS 
Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 


strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Churc 

Upbeat, growin congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fecminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey with 
Hennepin’s Faith Community 
Through Worship, Education, 
Fellowship, Service, and more. 
HH Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, 


(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227.6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Communi 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ 
An open and affirming, peace with 
es church welcomes you. 

06 E. Diamond Lake Rd. (I-35 & 
Diamond Lake Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 
Progressive Christianity, Trad fiorial 
Setting & Service, Social Action, 
The Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


Richfield United Methodist 


urc 
The Church of the Imperfect. 
Engaging worship, wisdom, 

ratitude, and justice a la Jesus. 

oin us! 
5835 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 861-6086 


www.richfieldumc.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church with Wingspan 

Ministr 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATION 
+ WITNESS + ADVOCACY + 
Outreach of St. Paul-Reformation 
Church to the GLBTQA Community. 
100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 
www.stpaulref.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexua 
orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


United Theological Seminary 
Inspire your spiritual life. Bring your 
big questions. Certificate or degree 


t rams and community education. 


000 5th St. NW 
New Brighton, MN 
(651) 633-4311 


www.unitedseminary.edu 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Churc 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


SENIORS/ELDERS 

Little Brothers - Friends of the 
Iderly 

Volunteer-based nonprofit 

organization committed to providing 

companionship for isolated seniors 

in the Twin Cities area. 

1845 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 721-6215 


www.littlebrothersmn.org 


Prime Timers - MSP 

Providing gay and bi men 
opportunities to come together for 
social, educational and recreational 
activities. 

1730 New Brighton Blvd., PMB 162 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-9537 


www.primetimersww.org/ptmsp/ 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League TCGSL 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 32 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business 
Association 
Explore Afton. Enjoy a day or 
Weekend away tote RNG eM: 
ining, Shopping, Lodging, Skiing, 
Golf, Fenis Weddings S 3 
PO Box 102 
Afton, MN 55001 
(651) 436-8883 


www.exporeafton.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day WEN weekend 
getaway! Historic Rivertown. 
irthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stllwoter/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater. MN 55082 
(651)-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 

7100 Northland Circle, Ste. 102 

Minneapolis, MN 55428 

(763) 566-7722 

mplsnw.com 

into@mplsnw.com 

Located minutes from downtown 

Minneapolis. Popular destination 

or abundant shopping, unique 
FREE Parkin 


restaurants, and arking. 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels апа B & B's. Atfractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Marshall In Southwest MN 
Easy couples getaway. Three hours 
from the Twin Cities. Lots of locally 
owned shops and restaurants. 

317 W. Main St. 

Marshall, MN 

(507) 537-1865 
www.visitmarshallmn.com 
info@visitmarshallmn.com 


zoos 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Bid. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


www.mnzoo.org 
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DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


A friend recently spent а day cleaning out 
his music collection. He had thousands of 
CDs, and felt the need to cull hundreds from 
the herd. So he sorted through the discs and 
then called me over to pick through his dis- 
cards. 

"I'm offering them to you because I know 
you won't judge me,” he said. 

I picked up Barbara Mandrell's Greatest 
Hits from the pile and gave him a sideways 
glance. “Why would you think that I’m not 
going to judge you,” I said. “You have a CD 
by Kevin Federline. You actually went to a 
music store and purchased it. Of course I'm 
going to judge you." 

"But you're the least judgmental person I 
know,” he cried. *I thought my secrets were 
safe with you." 

“Well, you're wrong. And, by the way, I've 
always thought it was creepy that you buy 
your mom pantyhose." 

"But she always chooses the wrong size 
and they bunch up at her knees," he said, 
dropping his head into his hands. “How 
could I have been so wrong about you? 
You've been quietly judging me for years. 
You're a monster." 

And, he's right. I am a monster. Mainly 


Judge Not.... 


because I make judgments about people in 
areas that they aren't prepared to be judged 
on. So, ГЇЇ never judge someone on their 
weight or clothing style or profession. But, 
if you use the word “penultimate” I'm going 
to call you out on it. I’m going to tell you that 
you are using it only because a.) it has be- 
come a trendy word in 2013; and b.) you feel 
really smart because it has four-syllables. 
Well you know what else has four syllables? 
"Second to last." 

As Гуе mentioned in a previous column, 
I belong to my local yacht club. I joined the 
club because they refused to accept gay 
members. So, I joined and told them I was 
gay after the fact. Because that's the kind 
of idiot I am. I consider it a victory to pay a 
hefty annual membership fee just to prove a 
stupid point. 

But in spite of the club's narrow-minded 
views on the gays, and my general pettiness 
and hunger for revenge, it worked out for 
the best for all concerned. The club mem- 
bers love me and, as a result, have instituted 
a non-discrimination policy. And, now, we 
have a bunch of gay boy members who have 
taken over the entertainment and decora- 
tions committee. The club has never looked 


so good or been so much fun. 

Im now part of the membership com- 
mittee and get to judge which applicants are 
worthy of joining the club. Yesterday, we 
were presented with an interesting case. A 
husband and wife submitted an application 
and we all voted it down, but for different 
reasons. 

"They're swingers!" said one committee 
member, who told us the story of how the 
couple tried to lure her back to their boat at 
ter the Commander's Ball. 

"They're awful drunks!” said another 
member. And using the term “awful drunk" 
is pretty damning in this crowd known for 
it's vigorous booze consumption. 

Then they turned to me for my final judg- 
ment. 

“I don't care who or what they sleep with. 
And I don't care if they drink rubbing alco- 
hol straight from the bottle. What I object to 
is that during the interview, when I cracked 
that witty, little joke about Coco Chanel, the 
wife asked, ‘Who's that?’ And then the hus- 
band said, 'Oh, you know. That blonde who's 
married to Ice T? My God! What is wrong 
with these people? Membership denied!" O 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


NO VAMOS A 
ENTREGAR LA 
NACION A LOS GAYS.) 


Е ECS d 


We won't hand over the nation to the gays... 
Nous n'allons pas livrer la nation aux gais... 


^. Ni A 108 INMi— 
GRANTES iLEGALES, 
Ni A LOS ATEOS... 


..or to the undocumented, or to the 


Of course not... 


atheists... Bien sûr que non... 


„пі aux immigrants illégaux, ni aux 
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athées... 


CLARO QUE NO... 


POR RODRO 


751 YA SE. LA EN- 
TREGASTEIS з 
LAS MULTINACIO- 


NALES Z 


Because you've already handed it over to the 
multinationals! 
Puisque vous l'avez déjà livrée aux 
multinationales! 


CLASSIFIEDS 


COTTAGE HOUSE • An occasional Markete 
HOLIDAY KICK OFF - 
NOV. 29, 30. DEC. 1. 10am-6pm * 4304 
Minneapolis, MN. 


Next sale: 


Chicago Ave. S., 


www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 


Weekly, bi-weekly, 


monthly, 


flexible 


schedules in Minneapolis & Eau Claire. 


tliddellcleaning@yahoo.com. 


(612) 834-4887. 


Call Terry: 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 
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Cowles Center for Dance & Performing Arts presents 


The Santaland Diaries 


LAVENDER's Nights at the Theater e Thursday, December 19 
Reception: 5:30 PM at Mason's (same building) e Happy Hour drink specials & free light appetizers e Curtain: 7:00 PM 


Cowles Center for Dance & Performing Arts e 528 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
Tickets: (612) 206-3600. Mention "LAVENDER" to get a 20% discount 
www.thecowlescenter.org 
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OUR VOICES 


| B THROUGH THESE EYES | Justin Jones 


Until It’s Gone: 


Through The Eyes of Shawn E. 


As told to the author by Shawn E. 

Its 4:00 a.m. My friends are scream- 
ing. We're all screaming. Four of us are in 
Jeff's Toyota, speeding too fast down a steep 
hill. Ahead there's a sharp turn and a stop 
sign that Jeff notices too late. We're going 
to overshoot the turn and we're going to 
crash. This is too late to avoid. My neck, 
thighs, and back tighten. I freeze. I'm going 
to die. Oh my god, I’m going to die. The stop 
sign streaks past my peripheral vision as we 
fly by. Our headlights illuminate a jagged, 
rocky embankment, moving impossibly fast 
toward our windshield. This is it. 

I don't hear the screeching of the brakes 
or feel the skidding of the car. I see every- 
one screaming, but I can't hear them. It's one 
of those slow motion moments you see in ac- 
tion movies, one expelled from time, when 
what really takes just a second slows down to 
a minute. An hour. A day. The last thing I see 
are rocks. They encompass my entire field 
of vision. Then, a brilliant impact. 

I wake up to fluorescent lighting and stun- 
ning pain. I’m on a gurney in a hospital cor- 
ridor. I look down at my body. My clothes are 
soaked in blood. The roof of my mouth feels 
like crushed potato chips. 

Before I can process anything I’m under 
a dozen doctors and see a woman's eye- 
brows. She tells me to count down from ten 
and puts a mask over my face. She's pretty. 
Her eyebrows are, anyway. They blur. I re- 
lax. I drift away. 

I wake up several hours later and it's day- 
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light outside. I’m on a stiff mattress in a dis- 
turbingly cheerful hospital room. My face 
is hot. I realize bandages cover my head, 
every inch of it, except for slits for my eyes, 
mouth, and nose. I can't move. I fill with anx- 
iety. Sheets of pain rake over my body, like 
someone's showering me in scalding hot wa- 
ter and razor blades. I hear a beeping noise. 
Beep. Beep. The noise picks up speed. It's a 
heart monitor. My heart monitor. 

I can't get enough air. I want to take a 
deep breath but can't open my mouth. I 
can't breathe. They wired my mouth shut. 

Maybe I did die. 

Maybe I'm in hell. 

Over the next several weeks I'm in a 
morphine-laced unreality. I can do nothing 
for myself. Nurses take care of my most 
embarrassing needs. I live off liquids. I'm 
always in pain, and I can hardly move. 

I want to cry so bad I can't stand it. I 
want to scream. I want out of this goddamn 
bed. I want to rip these bandages off of my 
face. I want to open my mouth. I want to eat 
real food. I want to go home. I feel so help- 
less I want to die. I’m trapped in a cage and I 
can't stand up. 

I prepare myself for the worst by re- 
membering the best. When I'm conscious, 
I close my eyes and feel the rush of catch- 
ing a football. I feel a boy's lips touch mine. I 
fantasize about lovemaking. I taste ice cream 
and smell rain. And fresh air, I feel it on my 
face- until my heart monitor interrupts me 
and the illusion disappears, replaced with 


my sweaty, blood-soaked and bandaged face. 

My life is over. I'm an Invisible Man, an 
invisible monster, and I wish they had left 
me to die. 

I think this way for weeks, endlessly 
torturing myself, moving between fantasy 
and reality, until the day my doctors remove 
the bandages that’ve hidden what's surely 
my haphazard, disfigured face. 

"Are you ready?" my doctor asks, as if he 
really needs to. 

Every bandage removed brings a hint 
of cool air, and with every breeze, a sense 
of newness, a blurry picture slowly refocus- 
ing. Air, yes—it's something you don't think 
to appreciate, that you take for granted, un- 
til its gone. Trust me when I say that when 
you can no longer feel air on your face, you 
miss it like you wouldn't believe. 

A breath of fresh air, literally, and the first 
time I feel alive. The first domino to fall on 
my road to recovery. 

Today, years later, screws, plates, and 
wires hold my face together My short 
term memory is gone. I can't play sports. 

But I can hold a boy's hand and feel his 
lips touch mine. I'm closer to my family and 
see more of my friends. I see little things that 
other people don't. I'm braver than before. 

More daring. More alive. And the air-I 
can feel it on my face. 

They say that you don't know what you've 
got 'til it's gone. This is true. I lost the boy 
I was to become the man I am today. ! 

Shawn E. lives in California. O 
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Thursday, December 12 


Doors open: 6:45 PM * Movie Begins: 7:30 PM 


TICKETS: 
$10 Advance 
$15 at the door (based on availability) 


Purchase tickets at 
www.minneapolismoviebears.com 


Ticket sales benefit Minneapolis Movie Bears 
and OUT Twin Cities Film Festival 
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PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 
KETEL ONE Vodka. Distilled from Wheat. 4096 Alc/Vol. 
©2013 Imported by Ketel One USA, Aliso Viejo, CA. 


